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Depicted on the front cover is the seal of Germantown, Pennsylvania, 
founded by Francis Daniel Pastorius in 1683. Ilte .seal was designed by 
Pastorius shortly before 1700. lire three-fold cloverleaf with Latin motto 
denotes the three principal occupations among the citizens of Ciermantown: 
viticulture and wine-making, flax-growing, and textile production. Ihe 
Latin motto reads Vinum Linum et Textrinum (“grapes/wine, flax/linen, and 
weaving mill/weaving”). Pastorius formulated the same motto in German as 
Der Wein, der Lein und der Webeschrein.

'Ihe Society for German-American Studies has elected to display the 
Germantown seal on its website, stationery and membership brochure as well 
as on the cover of the Yearbook o f German-American Studies in commemoration 
of the earliest group .settlement of German-speaking immigrants in the 
New World. Our source for the image is Rudolf Cronau, Drei Jahrhunderte 
deutschen Lebens in Amerika: Ruhmesbldtter der Deutschen in den Vereinigten 
Staaten (Berlin: D. Reimer, 1926), 69.
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From the Editor

With this thirty-first volume of the Yearbook o f  German-American Studies 
and as we also commemorate the forty-fifth year of the Society s existence, 
we can reflect on some of the changes in recent years in our organization and 
look forward to the future. Under the leadership of Randall Donaldson as 
president, the Society has completely updated its presence on the World Wide 
Web. Members and others interested in the Society are invited to browse the 
new web pages of the Society at sgas.org. We are also pleased to announce that 
Matthew Lange, University of ^C îsconsin-^X^hitewater, has been appointed 
the Society’s webmaster and will serve in that capacity as a member of the 
Society’s Executive Committee.

At sgas.org we find with one or two clicks all of the information on 
forthcoming publications and symposia, membership renewals, opportunities 
for scholarly support, the dissemination of members’ research as well as 
making a financial contribution to the Society. For instance, back issues of the 
Yearbook o f  German-American Studies may be easily ordered with payment via 
PayPal or credit card. Older members may recall that the Yearbook was issued 
as a paperback until 2003. The older paperback issues will be available for a 
minimal charge of $5.00 per volume; the hardback newer issues for $10.00. 
A small charge for postage will also be added to the cost. We encourage those 
members who wish to supplement their set of issues with missing ones to take 
advantage of the offer.

The Society has also updated its policies for scholarly support—the Karl 
J. R. Arndt Fund for publication subsidies for monographs published by 
members and the Albert Bernhard Faust Fund for the support of members 
research projects. These policies together with the Bylaws of the Society, 
amended most recently in October 2012, and also the Societys policy 
regarding its Outstanding Achievement Award may be found in the back 
matter of this volume.

Of the essays published with this volume, the editor wishes to call your



attention to the unflinching detective work of Alexander Ritter in pursing 
every lead that might unravel some aspect of the biography and lasting 
impact of the mysterious nineteenth-century author Charles Sealsfield (Karl 
Postl). Two essays by Ritter as well as one by Wynfrid Kriegleder treat various 
aspects of the Sealsfield story. German exiles during the twentieth century 
are the focus of essays by Barbel Such and Stephani Richards-Wilson. Ingo 
Schwarz discusses the correspondence of Alexander von Humboldt while 
Joseph Browne examines the life of a prominent German-American architect.

Susan Schiirer, our book review editor, also deserves special mention for 
her Herculean efforts to provide our readers with a collection of high quality 
reviews of books published in German-American Studies and related fields. 
It has been a real pleasure to collaborate with Susan and know that she is 
pursuing every possibility for additional reviews so that our members can 
be up-to-date on what is being published in our field. This volume contains 
some forty-five reviews of books which has to be a record number. Susan is 
also working to recruit younger scholars and encourage them to join SGAS as 
they begin their academic careers.

Our Editorial Board has seen some changes during the past year. As 
noted in the last issue, Helmut Schmeller stepped down from the Board 
one year ago. We are very happy to announce three outstanding additions 
to the membership of our Editorial Board, effective immediately: Randall 
Donaldson, Loyola University Maryland; Daniel Nuetzel, Indiana University- 
Purdue University Indianapolis; and Steven Rowan, University of Missouri- 
St. Louis. We look forward to working with these three new members and our 
continuing Board members on future issues of the Yearbook.

The editor looks forward to seeing many you at our next Annual 
Symposium to be held May 9-12, 2013, in the French Quarter of New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Presenters are encouraged, as always, to submit their 
essays for consideration by the Editorial Board for possible publication in a 
forthcoming Yearbook.

M ax Kade Center for German-American Studies 
The University o f Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
November 2012


