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Depicted on the front cover is the seal of Germantown, Pennsylvania, 
founded by Francis Daniel Pastorius in 1683. Ihe seal was designed by 
Pastorius shortly before 1700. 'Ihe three-fold cloverleaf with Latin motto 
denotes the three principal occupations among the citizens of Germantown: 
viticulture and wine-making, flax-growing, and textile production. The 
Latin motto reads Vinum Linum e t Textrinum (“grapes/wine, flax/linen, and 
weaving mill/weaving”). Pastorius formulated the same motto in German as 
Der Wein, d er  Lein u nd  d er Webeschrein.

Ihe Society for German-American Studies has elected to display the 
Germantown seal on its website, stationery and membership brochure as well 
as on the cover of the Yearbook o f  German-American Studies in commemoration 
of the earliest group settlement of German-speaking immigrants in North 
American. Our source for the image is Rudolf Cronau, Drei Jahrhunderte 
deutschen Lebens in Amerika: Rubmesbldtter d er  D eutschen in den  Vereinigten 
Staaten (Berlin: D. Reimer, 1926), 69.
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From the Editor

The editor is most grateful to our colleague Steven Rowan, University of 
Missouri at St. Louis, for agreeing to publish his transcription of the German 
original and his translation of a significant and relatively unknown work by 
Gottfried Duden—denounced by some as a Lugenhund who led so many 
of his countrymen to find a new home on the Missouri frontier. As Rowan 
points out in his introductory essay, Duden’s 1837 critique of Tocquevilles 
Democracy in America (1835) goes beyond a criticism of that work to include 
Duden’s maturing views on the controversial issue of slavery. Following his 
discussion of Tocqueville as well as Michael Chevalier, Duden responds to 
the many critics and disappointed immigrants who took up his call to settle 
in the New World, especially in Missouri. We sincerely hope our readership 
will find this historical text and Rowan’s essay enlightening and entertaining. 
Please note that the original pagination is indicated in both the translation 
and the transcription by numerals in square brackets in the text. Original 
footnotes are numbered with roman numerals to prevent confusion with the 
notes of Steven Rowland.

Unfortunately, we are not able to include our Annual Bibliography of 
German-Americana” in this issue. Time constraints forced the compilers, Do­
lores and Giles Hoyt, to postpone publication of the current bibliography 
until our next regular Yearbook (volume 45, 2010) which should appear in 
late 2011. We also plan to resume our section of German-American literary 
reviews edited by Michael Rice of Middle Tennessee University in that issue.

We continue to enjoy the support of Digital Media Services of the Col­
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the University of Kansas in the prepara­
tion of each issue for publication. We are especially grateful for the assistance 
provided by Gwen Claassen of that office for the 2008 Yearbook and the 
recent supplemental volume honoring Earl Haag. Since Gwens retirement 
earlier this fall, we have now made a smooth transition to working with Pam



LeRow on the Yearbook. We thank Pam for her fine work in completing this 
volume.

With this issue we also bid farewell to our Editorial Board member 
Christoph Schweitzer, who has decided to step down from the board after 
nearly thirty years of service. Chris has been a rigorous and fair evaluator of 
manuscripts for the Yearbook since the second issue in 1982. Thanks to those 
board members such as C^hris, our Yearbook enjoys a strong scholarly reputa­
tion. I cannot thank him and his fellow board members enough. As editor I 
can truly say that his participation in the review process will be sorely missed. 
In addition to his service with our Yearbook, Chris is also the 2006 recipient 
of the SGAS Outstanding Achievement Award for his overall contributions 
to the field of German-American Studies—an award richly deserved. We wish 
Chris the very best for his retirement.

Our next Annual Symposium will be held April 14-16, 2011, at the 
University of Delaware and at the nearby Winterthur Museum, featuring its 
collections of decorative and fine arts from the Colonial Period to the Civil 
War. We encourage our members not only to participate in our symposia but 
also to contribute their essays for consideration in our journal as well as to 
review recent books in our field. As we approach the sesquicentennial of the 
American Civil War, we hope that we can publish a number of studies on 
the contributions and impact of German-Americans during that period of 
American history.

Max Kade Centerfor German-American Studies 
at the University o f  Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
November 2010


