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Depicted on the front cover is the seal of Germantown, Pennsylvania, 
founded by Francis Daniel Pastorius in 1683. l l ie  seal was designed by 
Pastorius shortly before 1700. The three-fold cloverleaf with Latin motto 
denotes the three principal occupations among the citizens of Germantown: 
viticulture and wine-making, flax-growing, and textile production. The 
Latin motto reads Vinum Linum et Textrinum (“grapes/wine, flax/linen, and 
weaving mill/weaving”). Pastorius formulated the same motto in German as 
Der Wein, d er Lein u n d  d er Webeschrein.

The Society for German-American Studies has elected to display the 
Germantown seal on its stationery and membership brochure as well as on 
the cover of the Yearbook o f  German-American Studies in commemoration 
of the earliest group settlement of German-speaking immigrants in North 
American. Our source for the image is Rudolf Cronau, Drei Jahrhunderte 
deutschen Lebens in  Amerika: Ruhmesbldtter d er  D eutschen in den Vereinigten 
Staaten (Berlin: D. Reimer, 1926), 69.
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From the Editor

We are pleased to resume in this issue the regular publication o f our 
“Annual Bibliography o f German-Americana” compiled by Dolores and Giles 
Hoyt with the assistance o f the Society’s bibliographic committee. There can 
be no question that our members missed this important research tool in vol
ume 42 published last year. This issue o f the annual bibliography includes 
supplements for the years 2004 and 2005 and also brings our compilation of 
entries into the year 2006. Our sincere thanks go to Dolores and Giles and 
their team o f bibliographers for their contribution to our SGAS Yearbook. 
Other members who wish to be a part o f this effort to maintain a record of 
the research publications in German-American Studies should contact the 
editor or the Hoyts in Indianapolis.

After nearly twenty years o f collaboration with the Hall Center for the 
Humanities at the University o f Kansas in the preparation o f the print ver
sion of the Yearbook, the director o f the Hall Center made the determination 
early in 2009 that the center could no longer provide publication support for 
scholarly journals. While we regret that decision, we fully understand the fis
cal necessity for that step and are most appreciative o f the support SGAS and 
our Yearbook has enjoyed for the past two decades.

However, as we soon learned, assistance was close at hand on Mount 
Oread, the modest hill upon which the Max Kade Center stands. Joseph 
Steinmetz, dean o f the College o f Liberal Arts and Sciences at the University 
o f Kansas, readily agreed to provide the logistical support required through 
its office o f Digital Media Services. We have now worked quite smoothly 
with Gwendolyn Claassen o f that office to produce this issue o f the Yearbook. 
She has made a number o f suggestions for improvement in the look o f the 
volume and the overall format o f text and notes. Our readers will quickly 
note an enhanced font size for the normal text as well as headers at the top o f 
each page. A number o f other small changes also were made to the physical 
appearance o f the text.



We would also like to welcome Lorie A. Vanchena, associate professor of 
German at the University of Kansas, as our new book review editor. Lxrrie’s 
contributions to this issue of the Yearbook are very much appreciated. We 
would also like to thank again Timothy Holian, our former book review edi
tor, who assisted with Lories transition into her new role.

Our regular contributions in this volume range from German-American 
poets in the Colonial era to Pennsylvania German radio plays of the twenti
eth century, ll ie y  touch on radical politics in Territorial Kansas, gymnastic 
societies in the Midwest, German academics in nineteenth-century Virginia, 
exiles from Nazi Germany and even German-Americans promoting temper
ance. Hungarian Germans as well as Germans in Canada are not neglected. 
Once again, we see the multidisciplinary focus of our Society on display in its 
many varieties.

Our Editorial Board members again deserve our heartfelt thanks. Each 
essay was evaluated anonymously by three members—in many instances 
more than once due to the revisions required. The attention to detail and 
to scholarly form by these colleagues ensures the continuing quality of the 
contributions published in our Yearbook and their criticism of submissions 
reflects a genuine interest in working with authors to improve their essays.

We look forward to our next Symposium in New Harmony, Indiana, 
22—25 April 2009, and the results of our ongoing research in German- 
American Studies. We encourage our members not only to participate in our 
symposia but also to contribute their essays for consideration in our journal 
as well as to review recent books in our field. As we approach the sesquicen- 
tennial of the American Civil War, we hope that we can publish a number of 
studies on the contributions and impact of German-Americans during that 
period of American history

Max Kade Center for German-American Studies 
at the University o f  Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
September 2009


