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From the Editor

The nine regular essays in this volume are complemented by the texts o fthe remarks
of German Ambassador Klaus Scharioth during the ceremonies at Jamestown marking
the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first Germans in the Jamestown Colony in
1607 and 1608 and at the Festival Banquet in Williamsburg. These two events provided
the focus for our 2008 Symposium held at Colonial Williamsburg in April. The
Ambassadors remarks on those occasions highlight both the significance of the first
Germans artisans in the New World as well as the contributions o f the millions of later
German immigrants to the culture and society of the United States. We are publishing
the Ambassador s remarks with his kind permission and express our special appreciation
to Kattin Florek-Avril o fthe Ambassador s office for her gracious assistance.

Among our regular contributions we feature three essays by linguists. Marc Pierce
responds to a theoretical issue in phonology relating the East Frisian Low German in
Grundy County, lowa. Alfred Wildfeuer examines and compares German-Bohemian
(Bavarian) dialects in Kansas and in speech islands in Eastern Europe. Andrea Flausler
offers an overview of the history of the German language in the state of California.

Language choice is significant in Michael Boyden’s approach to understanding the
autobiography of Carl Schurz. Boyden argues that Schurzs use of both German and
English in his original draft reflects Schurz’s transnational identity and his role as an
ethnic mediator. This dual identity and use of two languages is also featured in Frank
Mehring’s assessment of the writings of Karl (Charles) Follen. Mehring sees Follens
writings as part of a German-American cultural transfer.

Other essays discuss the writing of a history of Texas in Nazi Germany (Louis
Brister), de.scribe the efforts of the Moravian Brethren to establish missions in the
Midwest (William Petig), explore the controversies associated with German-Canadian
author Max Otto (Grant Grams) and investigate whether anti-Semitism was brought to
the United States by nineteenth-century German immigrants (Matthew Lange).

Our book review section contains evaluations of twenty-two recent monographs
in the field of German-American Studies. Timothy Holian, who has edited our book
reviews for the past ten years, has decided to step down as book review editor. We hope
to announce his successor shortly. Tim deserves our sincere appreciation for his efforts
in maintaining the high caliber of this section of the Yearbook.

Readers will miss the “Annual Bibliography of German-Americana which
normally concludes each volume. For technical reasons, we were not able to publish
the bibliography this year. We hope to resume publication of the annual bibliography
in the next issue. We are, however, publishing two specialized bibliographies in this
issue; Werner Kitzler's “German-American Literature: A Selected Bibliography and
(posthumously) Donald Durnbaugh’s “Bibliography o f the Sauer Family.”

Our Editorial Board members deserve our heartfelt thanks. Each essay was
evaluated anonymously by three members—in many instances more than once due to
the revisions required. The attention to detail and to scholarly form by these colleagues
ensures the continuing quality o f the contributions published in our Yearbook and their



criticism of submissions reflects a genuine interest in working with authors to improve
their essays.

We look forward to our next Symposium in New Ulm, Minnesota, in April 2008,
and the results of our ongoing research in German-American Studies.

William Keel, Editor

Max Kade Centerfor German-American Studies
at the University o fKansas

Lawrence, Kansas

September 2008



