Karl Friedrich Kob

Excerpts from
WegiveiserfUr Ansiedler im Territorium Kansas (1857)
(Guide for Settlers in Kansas Territory)'

Foreword

During a longer expedition through Kanas Terrritory, the author of this circular
found the country so favorable for German settlement and so promising economically,
that he had to immediately impart to his countrymen his collected experiences in this
form. May the practical use of this text offset the lack of elegance in the author’s
writing style and permit the critical reader be more indulgent in this respect. My
intention was only to write clearly, precisely and truthfully; the esteemed readers may
judge whether the first two aims were reached; the author vouches completely for the
truthfulness of his words.

Anyone who desires more information about any aspect in the text or anything
not covered therein regarding the conditions in Kansas, Nebraska and western
Missouri can receive this from the author. He will himself be settling in Atchison and
begin publishing a German weekly newspaper there under the title “Kansas-Zeitung.”
In addition to this newspaper and in collaboration with two capable American
businessmen | have also opened a land and information office (see advertisements).

I confidently entrust this work to my countrymen for their examination and
evaluation, knowing that | have their best interests at heart. May each one keep in
mind that every settler in Kansas is participating, even if passively, in the great struggle
against slavery and thus indirectly taking part in the most significant development of
the American states. The more we succeed in resisting slavery and driving it back, the
closer we come to our final goal— its total abolition. Each battle against slavery is at
the same time a service to humanity and freedom.

Boston, May 26, 1857
Karl E Kob
Present State of Population and Settlement in the Territory
The first company of emigrants from Massachusetts set foot on Kansas soil in

August 1854. In the spring of 1857, the population was estimated to be 60,000; the
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large immigration this year comes to at least 30,000, so that the present population
can be judged to be nearly 90,000. To explain this unusually rapid settlement, it is
absolutely necessary, although 1 would have rather avoided it, to mention the political
motives which play such a powerful role.

When Missouri entered the Union in 1820, there was an intense dispute whether
it would allow and protect slavery in its constitution or should remain a free state.
Both parties were almost equally divided on this issue and finally a compromise was
proposed and agreed to, according to which Missouri was to become a slave state, but
all othet territories above thirty-six degrees, thirty minutes, north latitude were to be
reserved forever for free labor. In 1854, however, when Kansas and Nebraska became
territories, this compromise was repealed, by claiming that it restricted the democratic
freedom of the settlers at people and that the people should decide for themselves
whether to they would tolerate slavery or not. It is understandable, of, course, that
both parties hurried to fill the territory with supporters of their respective positions.
The history of the past years shows to what extent the decision of that question was
really left to the people. The population is divided roughly as follows; there are ten
free state or free soil men to one of the proslavery men. Because ofviolence, deception,
and the help of the government, Kansas has still not been admitted as a free state,
and time will tell whether the assutances of the governmental agencies are telling the
truth or not. To the credit of our countrymen, | should mention that every one of
the Germans here are against slavery. | say everyone, since the few miserable subjects
who favor the slavery party are not worth speaking of | could mention names, but
this would accord them too much honor. There are a total of five who openly identify
with the proslavery party. The numbet of Germans in the territory is nearly 4,000.
When we discuss the several towns below, we will note the proportion of Germans in
each settlement. For now it suffices to say that there is hardly a settlement in which
several Germans cannot be found.

The population lives partly in towns and partly on their claims in the countryside.
The latter is by far the larger number. From Wyandotte to Fort Riley, a distance of
over 150 miles, all of the sections within 4 or 5 miles of both banks of the Kansas
River have been claimed by settlers. The Indian lands, which according to law may
not be settled, are, of course, excluded. On every claim of 160 acres, there is the little
house of a settler; many with outbuildings, a garden, and fencing. It is pleasant to see
the friendly white New England houses, often built with considerable luxury.

The first towns appear along the Kansas River. The following are the most
impottant.

Lawrence. It was laid out by the first settlers in 1854 and was named in honor
of Amos A. Lawrence of Boston. It is on the right bank of the Kansas River, thirty-
five miles above its mouth in the Missouri. The location is excellently suitable and
healthful. Woodland and rolling prairie extend to about one mile from the river and
flatten suddenly to a level prairie. The town, comprising one square mile, has been
constructed on this level spot. Sturdy trees grow along the banks of the river and
in the surrounding area, giving the town a friendly look. A stone fort, built on the
nearest extent of the main prairie, on the so-called Mount Oread, to defend against
the “knights” of slavery, lends the present the town a picturesque air. Lawrence has
more than 2,500 inhabitants, but 300 to 500 non-residents can be found there daily,
lending it the lively bustle of a town with 4,000 to 5,000 inhabitants. Lawrence is
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the main trade and supply center for the territory; it equips dozens of settlers for
the start of a new life every day. Every morning there is a cattle and horse market.
Farmers buy a yoke of oxen right away, together with a wagon and accessories. The
prices vary amazingly here, always according to the number of buyers and sellers.
All merchants, and, to tell the truth, everyone here is more or less a merchant,
make astounding profits. The need is often so great that goods are sold unopened.
Several businesses here make over $100,000 in profit. Therefore, the real estate value
here is already high; claims near Lawrence run $4,000 to $6,000, and building
lots, which by the way are quite small (50 by 125 feet), cost $1,000 to $5,000 on
the main street. Because Lawrence will certainly soon become a city of 20,000 to
30,000 inhabitants, the primary shortage is of workers and construction material.
Brickmakers, quarrymen, masons, cabinetmakers, and carpenters workers will have
employment here for years. The people of Lawrence are highly educated, determined,
and entrepreneurial. In spite of the major disturbances and business delays caused
by two attacks of Missouri border ruffians, the citizens have remained steadfast to
their principles and have remained faithful to their town that is endangered to some
extent due to the hate of the slaveholders. Nor has anyone lost courage. There are
a lot of attractive stone buildings, 2 churches and 5 hotels, 2 general stores, and 2
newspapers, etc.(see the advertisements in this pamphlet). About 60 Germans reside
in Lawrence and surrounding areas.

Eudora. This is a newly surveyed city, founded by the Germans of Chicago this
past spring. It is located at the mouth ofthe Wakarusa in the Kansas River, nine miles
below Lawrence. Its location is excellent. Its success depends only on the energy and
the resources ofthe company to make something thriving out ofit. The company has
500 investors, each of whom receives two lots. The land was bought from an Indian
for $5,000 (600 acres), but the conditions of purchase are not considered ideal.
Because the Indian titles are still valid, it will be difficult for incoming Germans to
make claims in the environs. If the necessary capital is available, Udora can certainly
develop into an imponant production center. We wish the best of luck and success
to the energetic entrepreneurs.

Topeka. This town, also founded in 1854, lies on the south bank of the Kansas
River, 25 miles northwest of Lawrence and 75 miles east of Fort Riley. It already has
more than 1,000 inhabitants. Depending on its location, a share of ten lots costs
$600 to $1,000 now. A few lots on a good locations cost $ 150 each. Topeka is a lively,
invitingly laid out town and may be highly recommended to German entrepreneurs
and workers. Topeka is the main town of the Free State Party. They have held their
meetings in Constitution Hall and have selected the town as the seat of government
[for the territory],

Tecumseh. This little town lies 5 miles from Topeka, 20 miles from Lawrence,
and also south bank of the Kansas River. The land around Tecumseh and Topeka is
very fertile and is ideally located. Claims cost $1,000-$2,000. A sturdy bridge will
be built over the river at Tecumseh, to be finished this fall at a cost of $20,000. 1
have not met many Germans here. To the south, however, at Deer Creek, there are a
several German families. Tecumseh has approximately 800 inhabitants.

German Settlements at Mill Creek. We will pass over the towns of Big Springs,
Washington, and Lecompton, the base of the proslavery government, because they
do not promise much growth for the future. We turn here to the southwest and come
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to a little river, called Mill Creek. Unfortunately, the creek flows primarily through
the land of the Pottawatomie Indians, which is not yet available for settlement. At
the southwest cornet of this reservation, a German settlement begins that extends
twelve miles upstream to the source of Mill Creek. This company emigrated from
Cincinnati a few years ago, but, according to Mr. E. Hohnick, the present leader of
the settlement, the well-to-do members of this group returned immediately; they
returned because they did not find any theaters, beer saloons, or concert halls in
the settlement. Despite the fact that the people started with little or nothing, the
settlement can be considered prosperous. It includes the whole Mill Creek Valley,
which is romantically enclosed by a steeply rising high plain. The land is primarily
bottom land with a lot of wooded areas. Approximately 5 miles south from the edge
of the colony are an inn and a store. If the required capital is available, there is a
lot of water power for mills. Deposits of bituminous coal are found here. German
manufacturers and tanners etc. would find it an ideal location to start a business
among their countrymen. When | asked whether the people were happy here, | always
got a “yes” as an answet. When | suggested that they will miss all the pleasures of the
great city of Cincinnati and would have to work even harder here, they responded:
We have a home, and we work for ourselves and not for a boss. Even the poorest
had two or three yokes of oxen, cows, sheep, etc. In short, the time of hardship and
misery is over, and there are the best prospects for continued growth. The colony
increases in size daily and attracts even Americans (two of them joined during my
visit). The cultivation of grapes has also begun; unfortunately, the people had too
much to do initially in securing the necessities of daily life. Although the planting
and cultivation of grapes on that account lags behind, there is no doubt that grapes
of a very high quality could be grown on the southern slopes; wild grapes grow
here everywhere in amazing quantities and size. The colony consists of approximately
eighty farms and is the oldest and most significant German colony. Having started
with hardly any resources, and abandoned by their leaders, German diligence and
stamina prevailed over all difficulties. Conditions are now favorable, and people live
in relative prosperity. There is probably no need to assure you that no friends of
slavery abide here.

Settlement on Rock Creek. There isanother German settlement on Rock Creek,
on the north side of the Kansas River above Louisville. Although less significant than
Mill Creek, it is, nevertheless, prosperous. The settlers came with telatively good
resources. The soil is excellent, and thete is enough wood. Given the intelligence
and energy of the farmers, there is nothing to hinder continued prosperity. | should
add that, in addition to these colonies, there are individual German farmers in every
county of the territory. They represent the majority of the Germans here. This is
especially the case in the counties that border the Shawnee reserve and the Missouri
River.

Manhattan. We pass by Wabaunsee, a newly founded town, and come to
Manhattan, which lies at the confluence of the Big Blue and Kansas rivers, 18 miles
from Fort Riley and 75 miles from Lawrence. Because it spans 14,000 acres, it is the
largest town site in terms of physical size. The surrounding area is charming; the
Kansas Valley is very broad here, and the plateaus enclosing the valley make it quite
picturesque. A high point. Blue Mont, provides a marvelous view. The nearness to
the fort guarantees good prices for all products. Here hay costs $7 pserton, and $12
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in the Fort, grain $1.50 at delivery. The region of the Big Blue has a lot of timber and
terrific soil. Approximately ten miles from Manhattan, upriver to the north, there
are many unclaimed lands. One arm of the river, called the Little Blue, is called the
Garden of Kansas. The humus layer of the bottom land is eight feet thick, and the
grass is so high during the summer that it hides rider and horse. Grain yields a 70-to-
100-fold harvest. The town has sawmills, stores, hotels, etc., and approximately 700
inhabitants. Every German craftsman can find a good livelihood here. If he wants to
build in the town, he can get a building site from Mr. Mead free of charge. | advise
everyone to contact him directly. The fenced and partly cultivated farms here cost
$2,000-$3,000.

Ogden. This is a new town on the north side of the Kansas River, 5 miles
from Fort Riley. Because it has become the seat of the land office and the county
government, it will probably prosper quickly. Mr. Parsons and Mr. Mobly have
promised to give free lots to German immigrants. The cost of a share for ten lots was
$150 at the time of my visit. One could not wish for more in terms of the soil quality.
There are still many claims to be had in the surrounding areas.

Riley City. On the slope above the fort on the south side of the river lies the
newly founded Riley City. Because of the nearness to the fort and the conjunction
of the Great Mormon Trail and other trails in this area, prosperity is guaranteed. 1
encountered several fellow countrymen here who either owned clothing stores or
practiced various trades. They were enthusiastic about the possibilities of earning
money. A German watchmaker, for example, earned $90 during his first month. The
building lots are relatively inexpensive.

At the confluence of the Red Republican and the Smoky Hill forks, which form
the Kansas River, lies Fort Riley. It is nicely situated on the high plateau and offers an
attractive view over the valley; 600—800 soldiers man the garrison. Nine miles up the
Republican there is a German settlement of ten farms, who settled there this spring
because of the plentiful timber. The valley of the Smoky Hill fork is already populated
for twenty miles up the river. The high plateaus are significantly higher, rockier and
geological analysis reveals a richness in minerals. There are many salt deposits in the
Saline River. The landscape loses its friendly rolling character and becomes more
disjointed and grotesque. Clark Creek, which flows south to north from Council
Grove, displays a peculiar character: it appears as if the banks were made of stone
walls and at a distance one can imagine seeing great fortifications. When the water
level is high, steamboats can make their way up to the fort. Within a few years a train
route from the Missouri up to this point will certainly have been completed.

Now we will head south and find, except for a few settlements, untilled land
for some thirty-five miles in the valley of Clark Creek down to Council Grove. This
is a town on the Santa Fe Trail; it has approximately 200 inhabitants. It lies on the
Neosho River which flows into the Arkansas. The entire Neosho valley with all of
its numerous tributaries provides an ideal location for German settlers. 1 he valley
of Cotton[wood] River, which joins with the Neosho six miles below the newly-
founded town Emporia, offers equally attractive features. The area is very attractive;
timber and creeks are abundant. Mr. Leonhard[t] and 4 other Germans have staked
out claims nearby and one could not wish for more from the soil. There is even
a newspaper being published here. German emigrants should contact Mr. Dietzler
(or possibly Deitzler) the founder of the town, or Mr. Leonhard[t].* Because of its
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location and environment the town promises a lot for the future. The distance from
Lawrence is 65 miles. If we follow the course of the Neosho, we will find, slightly
to .south, the towns of Neosho, Burlington and, even further south, the newly laid
out town of Humboldt. Around this town, some 20 German families, mostly from
Hartford, have settled under the leadership of Mr. Serenbetz. The town is located
m Allen County in the southeast and southwest quarter of section 4, township 26,
south, range 18, east of the assumed range 1. The location is conducive to sound
health. It lies on the eastern side of the Neosho on a mild flattening of the plateau.
The riverbank is rocky here. The river itself is navigable from this point. Timber is
plentiful here with oak and walnut are the prevalent varieties. There is a lot of game
here, mostly deer. In the middle of April, at a time when the grass around Lawrence
was just beginning to sprout, the fresh grass was already about four inches tall here.
Like everywhere in southern Kansas, there is pasture for the animals all winter
long. People assured me that the lower part of the very tall grass stays green even in
December. 1 here are over 400 vacant claims, all of them with woods, around the city.
Hall of the town company are Americans; the company officials have been elected
from them and the Germans. 1 he president is our countryman Dr. M. Harttmann
of Lawrence. Experience has taught us that a mixed population contributes best to
the rapid development of towns. Colonies made up only of Germans are not yet as
prosperous. On the contrary, their health deteriorates quite soon from the cancer
of internal disputes, and they usually die from the subsequent legal fees. We advise,
therefore, that people organize joint settlements; putting the industriousness and
penseverance of the Germans together with energy and initiative of the Americans.
1his can be very beneficial for both sides; moreover, the healthy competition keeps
the people fresh and lively and protects them from the terrible one-sidedness and
mindless isolation into which the German sinks when he is not in touch with
Americans.

A similar mixed settlement will be founded under the leadership of Mr. Dietzler
[or possibly Deitzler] at the source of the Verdigris River, approximately twenty-five
miles west of Humboldt. The name of that settlement will be Guttenberg. We want
to draw the attention of our fellow countrymen in particular to these places because
the best lands are in southern Kansas, where grapes can be cultivated, the amount
of rain is greater, and thus promises more bountiful harvests. The region is rich in
timber. Finally, there are still many claims, nearly all of the claims, to be had and
larger parties of German farmers can settle here next to each other. There is also a
political consideration that 1 wish to mention. In western Texas there is already a
strong, prosperous German anti-slavery settlement of 50,000-80,000 Germans. If
we are successful in establishing German settlements in southern Kansas, we will be
able to extend our hands to our brothers in Texas in a matter of a few years, and be
able to build a belt of freedom around those unfortunate southern states afflicted
with slavery. Moreover, the settler in southern Kansas is safe from all disturbances.
For if it should come to bloody struggles again, which we do not expect, the conflicts
will occur at critical places such as Lawrence, Leavenworth, etc. No, the mission of
the German settler in the south is a peaceful and purely passive one. The settler only
becomes active when he casts his vote during elections to express that he will not
tolerate slavery in Kansas.

After this political digression, let us return to Humboldt. It should be noted
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that the town company will offer significant advantages to every German who settles
there. A hotel, a bridge, a school, a store, a saw mill, and many houses are being
built.

If we make our way west [«'r, east] of Humboldt, we approach the area of the
Osage River. This important river flows into the Missouri below Jefferson City. It
flows through Kansas east to west {sic, west to east] over 100 miles, its headwaters
extend up to those of the Neosho and the Wakarusa, and the number of its tributaries
is legion. The drainage area of the river is often depicted as the region in which the
settlers suffer the most from malaria. This could be due to the low lying land and the
abundance ofwater, but it is primarily on account of the neglect of normal precautions
and the irregular habits of the first settlers. Because of the numerous creeks, the area
is one of the most abundantly wooded areas in Kansas; it is a low-lying land that is
as fertile as the areas of the Cottonwood and the Neosho. If we travel from south
to north, we come first upon the town of Moneka on Sugar Creek. It was founded
last year and it is growing quickly. Some 15 miles north on Pottawatomie Creek
is Hyatt. The president of the Kansas National Committee, Mr. Thaddeus Hyatt,
founded this town, and his generous support made it possible for 86 of the poorest
but bravest combatants for freedom and justice during the last Kansas struggles to
settle there. This town has also prospered quickly. German settlers will receive every
kind of help and assistance from Mr. Hyatt. Numerous claims are still available.
There are still a lot of claims available. The land is excellent and there is more than
enough wood available. We advise our fellow countrymen concerning settlement in
Hyatt to contact Mr. Hyatt directly at 46 Morton Street in New York, where he will
certainly provide them with detailed information and all manner of support.

Osawatomie. Twenty miles north at the mouth of Pottawatomie Creek into
the Osage River lies Osawatomie. This town was founded in 1855 and is doing
well, despite the many troubles that have afflicted it. It was here that old, courageous
[John] Brown bravely resisted 400 knights of slavery with only 34 men. They were
forced to flee quickly back to Missouri suffering a loss of 42 dead and 100 wounded.
In his small band of heroes there were also 5 Germans, one of whom as well as a noble
Hungarian unfortunately sealed their love of liberty by their honorable death. One of
Brown’s 4 sons also died a valiant death here. The town has an excellent sawmill and
a very good hotel. The claims around it are mostly taken, but 4 to 5 miles away there
are still very many unoccupied.

Council City. Approximately 25 miles northeast, the town Council City lies
in a charming valley, formed by Schwitzler and Oragoon Creek. It lies on the great
Santa Fe Trail, 20 miles south of Topeka, 35 miles away from Lawrence, and 90
miles from Wyandotte. 1 he soil is wonderful here. There is sufficient wood, coal,
and limestone, and a kind of marble which is the only marble found in Kansas so
far. In the vicinity the timber, primarily walnut, is excellent. Claims are still available.
The town has two sawmills and a hotel, etc. Mr. Scuyler will help German settlers
with advice and support; he is one of the founders of the town and an honorable and
just man.— Due to lack of space, we need to pass over many towns and villages such
as Bloomington, Franklin, Milliard, Brownville, Ashland, Ottawa, Z-eandale, Osage
Valley, Palmyra, etc. However, it is clear that the southern part of Kansas with its mild
climate, abundant rain, excellent soil, and plentiful timber, is destined to become a
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veritable bread basket and will in a few years overtake the older, northern states in
population and wealth.

If we now turn to the northern side of the Kansas River, we will find, at the
confluence of that river with the Missouri, the new town onyandOtte. Although
only founded this spring, it has already become astonishingly well developed. We find
two hotels. E. Hung has transformed a large steamboat, the St. Paul, into a warehouse
at the landing. 1lhe upper level has become a hotel with 150 beds. Over 100 houses
are being built. A newspaper will be published soon. A daily stage route with excellent
carriages and four splendid horses maintain the connection with Lawrence, which is
thirty miles distant. | found a great number of German countrymen; some ofwhom
h;id started commercial businesses while others pursued trades. The excellent location
of the town on the Missouri and Kan.sas Rivers has increased the price of lots so high
that a share of ten lots costs over $1,000. Unfortunately, because the surrounding
land belongs to the Indians, no claims in the area are available.

Four miles further north we arrive at the rival of Wyandotte, namely:

Quindaro. This town, too, had its beginnings this spring, and has arisen almost
by magic. No town in Kansas is situated more romantically than is Quindaro. The
town is located in a ravine between high rocky cliffs, often 60-80 feet high, and the
banks of the Missouri. The rocks provide a secure landing for ships now and in the
future, a feature that Wyandotte lacks. (The Missouri is a swift river that carries sand
and soil, changing its riverbed quite often, and, as a result, soil deposits block the
landing place for ships after a few years and create a new one on the other side of the
river.) The town, therefore, enjoys a special advantage. Because wealthy merchants
with significant capital have already built their warehouses here, the question arises
which of the towns will prevail. Although the cost of overcoming the obstacles
of the terrain in Quindaro is great, energy and the power of money have often
achieved much more difficult things. Here, also, a newspaper will be published soon.
Approximately 100 houses are being built. Several Germans have already settled here
and are pursuing their trades. Claims are not available here either.

Six miles northwest we pass Delaware City, a small town of no particular
importance up to now, and land, six miles further north, in Leavenworth. It lies on
a rocky bank two and a half miles below the Fort of the same name, 30 miles from
Lawrence, 50 from Topeka, 20 from Atchison, 58 north of Osawatomie. It stretches
one mile along the river. Until now it has served as the port of Kansas, and therefore
is a lively city with brisk commerce. On September 15, 1854, the first house was
completed, and in January 1856 it already contained 307 houses, and now more
than 500, with approximately 3,000 inhabitants. Of these, almost halfare German.
Many of them are wealthy and educated merchants and businessmen of all kinds.
There is already a Turnverein. A choir is being organized, and soon German music
and German culture will be firmly established on the left bank of the Missouri. Every
kind of business will be represented here and in 10 to 15 years Leavenworth will
certainly be a significant town. It already has five hotels; a German one owned by
Mr. Menger can be highly recommended. Two banks handle financial transactions;
a variety of stores are now present (pharmacies, watch and jewelry stores, clothing
stores). The connoisseur finds here restaurants and breweries, that feature an excellent
lager beer in their cellars. In short, there are clear signs of rapid progress. The nearness
to the fort contributes to that. The 2,000 soldiers stationed there quickly spend their
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monthly allotment (which by the way amounts to $11 for a private, in addition to
room and board and uniforms). From Leavenworth the Missouri makes a big bend
westwards; at the most extreme point of this bend lies the town of Atchison. It was
founded by proslavery men, and it suffered very much on that account, but the Free
State people have taken over the town now, so that it is now in a good position to
secure a rapid development. Ifone looks at the map, one will find immediately that
it is closer to the center of the territory than any other town on the Missouri. Once
the train route between Chicago and St. Joseph is completed, there will be an effort
to locate the point from which all other places of the territory can be reached most
efficiently. This point is Atchison. This city has the advantage, moreover, that all the
land to the west is open for settlers. The soil is good, and the many Germans who
have already settled there are entirely satisfied. Atchison has a very nice, high and
healthy location; the town has approximately 300 houses now, and over 100 more
are going to be built. It serves as the county seat, and has been selected as the main
center for the various New England aid companies, that have also decided to make it
their primary port on the Missouri. They have even allocated a sum of $120,000 to
build new houses during the coming eighteen months. At the present time, the share
of ten lots costs $1,500. An English newspaper already exists, and a German one will
begin publication on July 1, 1857. Mr. Pomeroy, general agent of the New England
Aid Company, has a great preference for German settlers and will grant them special
advantages; he has already demonstrated that in many cases.

We should mention Doniphan and Palmira of the remaining towns further
north, however, they have not developed significantly. To the west, however,
Grasshopper Falls, on the river of the same name, promises to become a significant
interior town. The land in the valley is excellent and many claims are still available.

Some Advice and Contacts for Immigrants

If someone decides to immigrate to Kansas, he should ask himselfwhen would
be the best time to travel. If the immigrant wants to run a commercial business or
if he wants to pursue a trade, the arrival time is of no consequence. In the case of
agriculture, especially if the farmer does not have the capital to purchase an existing
farm, it is best to arrive by mid-May. Anyone who is able to cultivate at least six
acres in the first year will have enough harvest to feed himselfand his family through
the winter. What kind of supplies one should bring along is another consideration.
Because it is possible to purchase things after arrival, | advise everyone to bring as
little as possible. Aside from bedding, blankets, clothes, and perhaps some pieces of
beloved furniture, all supplies can be bought there as cheaply as in the east. We still
advise every craftsman to bring his own tools. Freight costs $2.50 for 100 pounds
from Boston to Kansas. The fare from Boston is $31, children under 4 years of age
are free, from 4 to 12 they pay half, and for every passenger 100 pounds of baggage
are free, the same amount from New York and Philadelphia. The tickets should be
bought from the New England Aid Company or its agents; if you buy tickets at the
train stations they will cost $5-$6 more. It is advisable for immigrants from Germany
to travel directly to Boston and get in touch with Dr. Thomas Webb, the secretary of
the company, at 3 Winter Street.

This company has the philanthropic principle of making Kansas a free state and
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stands ready to assist German immigrants with advice and support. It is important
for larger parties to contact this company, not only for protection against deceit and
deceivers but also to obtain material advantages such as advances ofseed grain, saw mills
etc. The company does maintain offices and agents in all the larger cities who are easy
to reach. However, it is best for everyone to land right in Boston, the headquarters of
the same, since all needs, negotiations and contracts etc. can be finalized there much
quicker. If the parties are significant in the number of members (more than 25), the
company will send its own travel agents along and the unknowing immigrants who
cannot speak English are well served. The tickets from the company assure first class
on the railroad and also on the steamboat from Jefferson City to Leavenworth on the
Missouri; the meals on the steamboats, which by the way are splendid, are included in
the fare. Ihe route of travel is left to the passengers to decide. Choosing the northern
route, you will have the magnificent pleasure of seeing the great natural wonder
of America, the Niagara Fall; from there you continue via Detroit and Chicago to
St. Louis. If you select the central route, you will pass through Buffalo, Cleveland,
Chicago; if you select the southern one, you can travel from Cleveland to Cincinnati
and from there directly to St. Louis. 1 he last route is apparently the shortest; until
recently it was not u.sable since the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad Company only
turned over its route from Cincinnati to St. Louis for use by the public a few weeks
ago. From Philadelphia you travel via Pittsburgh and Cincinnati. As soon as the
Pacific Railroad from Jefferson City to Kansas is built, which should be the case in
a few years, the trip from Boston to Kansas will be able to be made in 4 to 5 days;
currently you need 7 days.

All freight goods must be shipped by the immigrant to Simmons & Leadbeater,
16 South Main Street, St. Louis; they are the agents of the New England Company
and are in direct contact with all parts of Kansas by their subagents. They are the
largest and most reliable shipping firm of this kind and we recommend them most
warmly.

After the railroad is built between Hannibal and St. Joseph, the shortest route to
Kansas will be the route from Chicago via Hannibal. The immigrants from Michigan,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and lowa will also take this route, since they have already
been traveling this way by wagon.

As we take leave of our readers, we implore them to seriously consider all the
points covered in this text. We are convinced, that the advantages which Kansas offers
the immigrants will soon become clear to them. Every German who has $100 to
$500 left over after paying the travel costs, should not hesitate for long deciding what
to do, since he will be able to secure for himselfand his progeny a happy home and a
worry-free future in Kansas.

Translated by Julia Trumpold and William Keel

Max Kade Centerfor German-American Studies
The University o fKansas
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Notes

' We have translated only the “Foreword” and the descriptive passages about the various settlements
in Kansas Territory that Kob believed would be of interest to the potential Getman settler into English.
It is in these passages that Kob expresses his vision of a future Kansas free of slavery and populated with a
significant number of Germans. The more technical information on supplies for settlers and land claims in
the first pages of Kobs Wegweistr have not been translated since it essentially repeats material contained in
such guides as Thomas Webb’s Informationfor Kanzas Immigrants, published in several editions beginning
in 1855 in Boston.

AThis is very likely George W. Dcitzler who was active in anti-slavery groups in Kansas Territory and
later served as colonel ofthe 1st Kansas Regiment at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek in 1861. Mr. l.eonhard
is very likely the anti-slavery activist Charles Leonhardt of Lawrence.

85






