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Depicted on the front cover is the seal of Germantown, Pennsylvania, 
founded by Francis Daniel Pastorius in 1683. The seal was designed by 
Pastorius shortly before 1700. The three-fold cloverleaf with Latin motto 
denotes the three principal occupations among the citizens of German­
town: viticulture and wine-making, flax-growing, and textile production. 
The Latin motto reads Vinum Linum et Textrinum ("grapes/wine, flax/linen, 
and weaving mill/weaving"). Pastorius formulated the same motto in 
German as Der Wein, der Lein und der Webeschrein.

The Society for German-American Studies has elected to display the 
Germantown seal on its stationery and membership brochure as well as 
on the cover of the Yearbook of German-American Studies in commemoration 
of the earliest group settlement of German-speaking immigrants in North 
America. Our source for the image is Rudolf Cronau, Drei Jahrhunderte 
deutschen Lebens in Amerika: Ruhmesbldtter der Deutschen in den Vereinigten 
Staaten (Berlin: D. Reimer, 1926), 69.
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From the Editor

We thank our readers who have responded positively to the hardcover edition of 
the Yearbook that premiered with our special 2003 issue celebrating the thirty-fifth 
anniversary of the founding o f the Society for German-American Studies in 1968. 
The SGAS Executive Committee has decided to continue with the hardcover for all 
future issues of the Yearbook. However, printing and binding of the Yearbook will 
no longer be done by the University o f Kansas Printing Services. The University of 
Kansas administration announced in January 2005 that the Printing Services, which 
had handled all printing jobs at the university for nearly a century, would close by the 
end of the spring semester 2005. Thus, after collaborating with Printing Services since 
1981 on all twenty-three volumes o f the Yearbook, we must bid farewell to our friends 
and associates there. Beginning with this issue (2004), the Yearbook will be printed 
and bound by jostens, a private firm in Topeka, Kansas. Mailing of the issue to the 
membership will be handled by Consolidated Mailing, also ofTopeka. We trust that 
this change will not result in any significant delays or problems for the membership.

As our readers certainly noted, the anniversary 2003 issue did not include the Annual 
Bibliography of German-Americana. As promised, the bibliography returns in the 
2004 issue with over 1,500 entries. The chairs o f the Bibliographic Committee, Dolores 
and Giles Hoyt, and their collaborators have put together a number o f supplemental 
entries for 2001 as well as the regular entries for 2002 and a partial set o f entries for 
2003. The compilation of the entries for our field, given the variety of media involved 
in the dissemination of research, is a truly Herculean task. Our deepest appreciation 
goes to the entire Bibliographic Committee and especially to Dolores and Giles Hoyt.

Another aspect in the current issue that needs mention is the expansion of the 
SGAS Editorial Board. In addition to the continuing members, without whose 
contributions no issue of the Yearbook would be realized, we would like to welcome the 
following new members, representing a number o f fields of study within our discipline:

Timothy J. Holian, Missouri Western State University (St. Joseph, Missouri) 
Antonius Holtmann, Carl von Ossietzky Universitat Oldenburg 
Achim Kopp, Mercer University (Macon, Georgia)
Mark L. Louden, University o f Wisconsin-Madison 
J. Gregory Redding, Wabash College (Crawfordsville, Indiana)
David L. Valuska, Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 
Gerhard Weiss, University o f Minnesota Twin Cities



Marianne S. Wokeck, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis

The first essay in this volume focuses on the biography of Moritz Harttmann, 
a mid-nineteenth century immigrant from Wiirttemberg. Harttmann became 
one of the leading proponents of German settlement in Territorial Kansas and 
was president of the Town Association of Humboldt, Kansas, founded in 1857 
as an anti-slavery community on the southern border of territorial settlement.

The second and third essays in the current volume treat in detail the history 
of two religiously distinct settlements. The German Catholic village of St. Lucas, 
Iowa, and the Missouri-Synod Lutheran settlement in southern Illinois, directly 
across the Mississippi River from the original settlements of the Saxon Lutherans 
from the late-1830s. An essay by Katja Rampelmann then explores the role 
of women in the German-American freethinker movement of the nineteenth 
century. An essay by Petra DeWitt then investigates the concept of loyalty in an 
intensely German Catholic county in central Missouri during the First World War.

The concluding essays cover a variety of topics in our multi-disciplinary 
field. Donald Durnbaugh outlines the establishment of a charitable organization 
by the Church of the Brethren to combat hunger throughout the world by 
providing heifers to those in need. Franz Schiippen then offers insights into 
the image of “America” in the theatrical and literary circles of Berlin at the 
end of the nineteenth century. Grant Grams follows with an examination of 
the contributions of Wilhelm Dibelius to Canadian German studies. Finally, 
Michael Putnam and Bradley Weiss demonstrate how data from German- 
American dialects can be used productively in discussions of theoretical linguistics.

This volume concludes with Life Dona’s essay on recent German- 
American literary publications as well as book reviews edited by Timothy 
Holian and the expanded bibliography section. The editor would like to 
again thank all contributors to this volume and especially the members of 
the Editorial Board for assuring the quality of the contributions. We look 
forward to our next Symposium in Reading, Pennsylvania, in May 2006.

As we approach the sesquicentennial of the Civil War, we encourage our 
members to contribute essays treating all aspects of the German-American 
involvement in the years leading up to and including that conflict. O f special note is 
the centenary of the death of Carl Schurz in 2006. The editor invites contributions 
on all aspects of the life and influence of Schurz during this period as well.

M ax Kade Center fo r  German-American Studies 
a t the University o f Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
April 2005


