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Exploring Eighteenth Century German-Americana 
with the Tools o f the Twenty-First Century

Two essentials for research are, first, the availability o f the basic bibliographical 
tools that identity and index source materials. Second, the actual primary sources 
themselves must be accessible to the researcher. In the case o f eighteenth-century 
German-Americana, the bibliography o f pre-1830 German-American imprints (edited 
by Karl J. R. Arndt and Reimer C. Eck, and compiled by Gerd-J. Botte and Werner 
TannhoO provides the researcher with an excellent bibliographical tool.' The second 
essential component in the research process consists o f access to the bibliographically 
identified sources. Library and archival locations are referenced in the Arndt et al 
bibliography, so that materials can be located for further research and study.

However, as travel to such institutions across the country, especially in the eastern 
United States, might not always be an option, researchers now have another alternative, 
which can deliver the electronic text o f  early German-Americana to their computer 
work-stations. Access to early German-Americana may now be obtained by means o f 
The Evans Edition!American Antiquarian Society (Chester, Vermont: Readex, 2002- 
4). Access to this digital edition is made possible by means o f institutional subscription 
to the service, such as through college and university libraries.

The summary of this electronic source states that it is “based on the renowned 
American Bibliography by Charles Evans and enhanced by Roger Bristol’s Supplement 
to Evans’American Bibliography.” The summary also notes that the digital edition will 
be able to serve “as the foundation for research on every aspect o f seventeenth and 
eighteenth-century American life.” Upon completion in 2004, the new source “will 
include every item previously produced on microform plus more than 1,200 additional 
works located, catalogued and digitized since completion o f the earlier effort, and will 
consist o f  over 36,000 works and 2,400,000 images.”^

The first part o f this digital edition. Early American Imprints, Series I. Evans (1639- 
1800), is scheduled for completion in 2004. Thus far, it contains the electronic text o f 
imprints to 1796 (Evans no. 30,364). The second part o f the series. Early American 
Imprints, Series II. Shaw-Shoemaker (I8 0 I-I8 1 9 ), is based on the bibliographies o f 
early American imprints by Ralph B Shaw and Richard H. Shoemaker, which listed 
American imprints to 1820, and is also scheduled for completion in 2004.*
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The significance of the digital edition is that the researcher is now provided with 
full text access to early German-American imprints, and that the colonial period of 
German-American history, literature, and culture has acquired an important research 
tool that should not only facilitate, but also encourage research in this time p>eriod.

A few random sample searches demonstrate the usefulness of the digital edition. 
For example, a search of the name “Christopher Sower” yields a total o f200 imprints."* 
There are a variety of ways to search the Evans Digital Edition—one can make use of 
either the search or the browse options. In the search mode, one can search the following 
indexes: citation text, all text, title, subject, genres, author, place of publication, 
publisher, document number, and year of publication. In the browse mode, one can 
search the following indexes: genre, subject, author, history of printing, place of 
publication, and language. A good overview of the kinds of works published can be 
obtained by searching in the language index for German imprints, and then surveying 
all of them year by year. Thereafter, one can go back and conduct general or more 
specific kinds of searches, but the general overview is useful, and helpful to further 
research with the digital edition.

There are obviously multiple possibilities for research with the Evans Digital 
Edition, but some of the following are readily apparent:

1. German-American History: The importance of early German-American 
imprints for our understanding of the colonial period was most recently 
demonstrated by the first Supplemental Issue of the Yearbook o f German- 
American Studies, which consists of a translated edition by Christoph E. 
Schweitzer of a work by Karl Friedrich Fuehrer.’ Obviously, there is a wealth 
of material to be explored in terms of eighteenth-century German-language 
imprints relating to any number of historical topics, and many more are no 
doubt deserving of publication as edited bilingual editions, as was the case 
with the recent edition by Christoph E. Schweitzer.

2. German-American Literature: By means of works such as John Joseph 
Stoudts Pennsylvania German Poetry 1683-1830 and Earl F. Robacker’s 
Pennsylvania German Literature: Changing Trends from 1683 to 1942, one 
could identify the relevant early German-American literary authors and their 
works, and then seek them out and examine them. Robert E. Ward’s bio
bibliography of German-American authors is also essential in this regard.*

3. German-American Publishers and Printers: The works of German- 
American publishers and printers could now be examined and studied from 
a variety of perspectives, such as their position on a variety of social, economic, 
religious, and political issues, such as regarding the American Revolution.^

4. Place of Publication: Studies of the German-American press at particular 
geographical locations could now be undertaken.
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Two questions that might arise about the digital edition relate to the quality o f 
the elearonic text and the comprehensiveness o f  the coverage o f  German-American 
imprints. With regard to the quality o f the electronic text, it must be noted that there 
is absolutely no substitute for the original, and that this is true with regard to the 
digital edition, which is based on the microform edition. The quality o f the text, 
therefore, and not surprisingly, varies in quality. However, having said that, it can also 
be said that the electronic texts are legible and can definitely provide the basis for 
research and study. Most importandy, they provide access to materials that are in 
some cases relatively inaccessible in the original format due to their rarity, or condition. 
Moreover, making such texts available in electronic format contributes not only to 
their accessibility, but to the preservation o f the original editions as well. Several 
examples o f title pages from the digital edition are provided as an appendix to illustrate 
the quality o f  the electronic text.

The second question regards the coverage o f  German-American imprints by the 
digital edition. The bibliographies by Evans, et al., do not provide the comprehensive 
coverage that the Arndt, et al., bibliography does for German-language imprints. This 
can be ascertained by checking the number o f  German imprints in both bibliographies. 
Currently, the digital edition is complete through 1796, and a search o f the language 
index results in a total o f586 German imprints. However, the Arndt, et al., bibliography 
lists slightly more than a thousand imprints for the same time period. This means that 
the Evans, et al., bibliographies provide covert^e for an estimated 60% of the German- 
American imprints for the pre-1796 period, and that, when completed, the new digital 
edition will also most likely contain this same kind o f  percentage o f coverage as well. 
In short, we unfortunately do not gain frill access to the entirety o f the universe o f  
early German-Americana. However, when complete, we will have access to a substantial 
portion o f the German-language imprints published before 1820. This in itself is a 
major contribution to the field o f German-American Studies in general, and to the 
early period in particular.

In conclusion, the new Evans D igital Edition, therefore, provides the field o f  
German-American Studies with an Information Age tool that definitely facilitates the 
exploration o f  colonial German-Americana, and which should not only contribute to 
our understanding o f that time period, but should also serve to encourage further 
research and study into this foundational period o f German-American history. Finally, 
the question might also be raised as to the implications o f digitization for the field o f  
German-American Studies, and whether German-American materials and collections 
might be identified that might also he digitized to facilitate and enhance accessibility, 
research, and the preservation o f the originals.

Notes

' Karl J. R. Arndt and Rcimcr C. Eck, eds„ Gerd-J. Botte and Werner Tannhof, compilers, The F irst 
Century o f  Germ an Language Printing in the United States o f  A m erica: A Bibliography B au d  on the Studies o f  
O sw ald Seidensticker an d  W ilbur H . Oda, Publications o f the Pennsylvania German Society, vols. 21-22 
(Gottingen; Niedetsachsische Staacs- und Universitatsbibliothek, 1989).
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 ̂Sec Charics Evans, American B ib lio ^ p h y : A Chronologkal D ictionary o f  AU Books, Pamphlets, and  
Periodical Publications Printed in the United States o f  Am erica from  the Genesis o f  Printing in  1639 to and  
Including the Year 1820, 14 vols. (New York: P. Smith, 1941-59), and also Roger P Bristol, Supplement to 
Charles Evaru American Bibliography (Charlottesville: Published for the Bibliographical Society o f America 
and the Bibliographical Society o f the University o f V ii^nia by the University Press ofVirginia, 1970).

 ̂See Ralph R. Shaw and Richard H. Shoemaker, American Bibliography: A Prelim inary Checklist jo r  
1801-1819, 22 vols.(Ncw York: Scarecrow Press, 1958-66).

 ̂Regarding the Sauer family see Donald R Dumbaugh, “The Sauer Family: An American Printing 
Dynasty,” Yearbook o f German-American Studies l.'b (1988): 31-40. By the same author sec also “Christopher 
Sauer: Pennsylvania-German Printer: His Youth in Germany and Later Relationships with Europe,” 
Pennsylvania M agazine o f History and Biography 82 (1958): 316-40. Also see Felix Reichmann, Christopher 
Sower, S r , 1694-1758, Printer in Germantown: An Annotated Bibliography, Bibliographies in German- 
American History, no. 2 (Philadelphia: Carl Schurz Memorial Foundation, 1943); and, Edward Hocker, 
“The Sower Printing House o f Colonial Times,” Pennsylvania German Society: Proceedings an d  Addresses 53 
(1948): 1-125.

5 See Karl Friedrich Fiihrer, Wahrheit und Guther Rath, an die Einwohner Deutschlands, besonders in  
Hessen (1783)/Truth an d  Good Advice, to the Inhabitants o f  Germany, Especially in  Hesse, and translated 
by Christoph E. Schweitzer, Yearbook o f  German-American Studies, Supplemental Issue, vol. 1 (Lawrence, 
KS: Society for German-American Studies, 2003). For another example o f  a recent translated edition o f an 
18th-century work o f German-Americana, see Christopher Sauer, Sauers H erbal Cures: America's F irst Book 
o f  Botanic Healing, 1762-1778, translated and edited by William Woys Weaver (New York: Routledge, 
2001).

 ̂See John Joseph Sioudi, Pennsylvania German Poetry, 1683-1830: An Anthology, Pennsylvania German 
Folklore Society, vol. 22 (Allentown, PA: Schlechter, 1955); Earl F. Robacker, Pennsylvania German Literature: 
Changing Trends from  1683 to 1942  (Philadelphia: University o f  Pennsylvania Press, 1943); and, Robert E.

A Bio-Bibliography o f German-American Creative Writers, 767(5-7970 (WTiite Plains, New York: Kraus 
International Publications, 1985). Ward also lists “Collections and Anonymous Works o f the 18th and 
19th Centuries,” which would be useful as a guide to collections of German-American literature that need 
to be examined. See Ward, pp. xlvii-xlvi. Also, see the checklist o f “German-American Literature: 1700- 
1974,” in my Germ an-Am ericana: A Bibliography (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1975), esp. pp. 133-36.

 ̂For further information on the colonial German-American press, sec Daniel Miller, Early German- 
American Newspapers: D aniel M iller’s History, edited by Don Heinrich Toizmann (Bowie, MD: Heritage 
Books, Inc., 2001), and James Owen Knauss, Jr., The Pennsylvania Germ ans: Jam es Owen Knauss, Jr.'s Social 
History, edited by Don Heinrich Toizmann (Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 2001). Also, see Carl 
Wittke, The German-Language Press in America (Lexington: University o f Kentucky Press, 1957), esp. Chapter 
1, which deals with the colonial period; Karl J. R. Arndt and May E. Olson, The German Language Press o f  
the Am ericas: Volume 3 : German-American Press Research Jivm  the Am erican Revolution to the Bicentennial 
(Miinchen: K.G. Saur, 1980); and, Robert E. Q siA en, A Social History o f the Germ an Book Trade in Am erica 
to the C ivil War (Columbia, SC: Camden House, 1984), esp. Chapter 1. For further references to works 
dealing with the history o f German-American publishers and printers, sec the authors Germ an-Am ericana: 
A Bibliography (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1975), pp. 169-74; as well as his C atalogofth e German- 
Am ericana Collection, University o f Cincinnati {lAixnc^xen: K.G. Saur, 1990), 2:156-84.
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Appendix

Sample Title Pages from the Digital Edition

M Y S r  I S C H E ■» •m • • .

Ubd fehr gcheyme
• • •

S P  R U E  CHE, :
Weiche in der Himlilchen iibhule des%

hciligen geiftes erlemet;

Uftd dan fvlgensy 'eiaige .

<?O E T tSC H E  G E D IC H T B .
■ %

A U F F G E S B T Z T ., (

Den liebhabcm und ichCUcniii *dei /
Gottljchcn und HimmlUchea 

weifzhcit zum dienft.
•

V O R . . -  ^  
Die fau diefer weltabcr, h^lxo wirketne  ̂

ipcifc, wetden ihnen auch wohl do 
Tcr&hloflcner laMUn, oad

M * * > •
Tcrfi^lter bnm- • *

nAi bleiko.
• •

Zo P E t r  H t4 t
Gadmckc bej B .f l^ |S fK H N  ip J * r
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V O R S P I E L

NEUEN-WELT-
Welches fich in der letzten Abendroethe 

als ein paradifiicher Lichtes-glantz 
imter den Kindern Gottes 

hervor geth?n.
I N

LIEBES, LOBES, LEIDENS, KRJFFT 
find Erfahrungs liedern abgebildet, die 

gedruckte, gebuckte tind Creutz  ̂
trageiide Kirche attf Erden*

Und wie intwifehen fith

Die obere und Triumphirende Kirche 
als cine Paradic/iichc vorkoil her

vor that und olTcnbahreCi
l/nd damhtn, aU

£lrnilliche und zurufllnde wachterftimitiea
onallc annoch zerftrcucte Kinder Gottes, das lie 

lich lammlcn und berett maohen auf den 
baldigcn ; Ta bald herein brechen- 

den Hochacit'Tag derbraut 
p dcs Laiutns.

2»u Philadelphia : Gedruckt bey Betijamiu 
FraucUiv, in dcr Marck-Jlrajs» 173a.
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J A C O B S
Kampff und Ritter-Platz

A L L W O
Der nach feinem uripning (ich fehnende 

gcift dcr in Sophiam verliebten feele 
mic Gott urn den neuen namea 

gerungen, und den Sicg 
davon getragen* 

E N T W O R F F E N
IN UNTERSCHIDLICHENGLAUBENS^ 

u. kidens-liedern^u, erfahrungs voUen aaj~ 
truckuffgen des gemutbŝ  daritmnJnh 

dar ftellety fo wel a a f feiten Gottes 
fiineunermued^te arheit zur ret- 

nigungjokher feeletty die fich
Jeiner ftterung anuertraut,

A L S  A U C H
AufT feiten des Menfchen der emft des 

gcides im aushaiccn unter dem proceft 
der laurerung und abfchmelczang 

des Menfchen der Siinden fame 
dem daraus entfprjngea- 

den lobes-gethon.
Z U R

Gemuthlichen erweekung derer die das heil 
Jeruialcms lieb haben. 

V E R L E G E T
Von eiuem liebbabtr d$r wabrbeit dit im Vit» 

borgentn wobnt.
5T ^
Z u  Tbiladeipbidj gedruckt bey B .F. 173d.
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2 > a ^

mtt
ut̂  bie

t x n M i d K
Q3c(K fo man £ } u d ftt nenntti

• e r n e u e r i /

3 ti  s r t t f b ^ m ia  t H

:̂ 6ntd$ tttib bet 9le jttrung;

SBciien t>en nunmêt Unti<
bcti in Diefem unb o i^trn  M n  Stnuvicrt.

3ln t)o  ̂ 9}oIf dbdfbonpt gtrubtet

(Bennantown̂  gebnxft bep (Tbnft^b bon 
Stogero/ auf f  bfhn bcr ‘jSerfttjfeti 1770*
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f c i t i f r  g r c c d n i j

©ttftraJ intK CDorila: Wc 5861-
f(( 6tr twcinistm ©taatm von amaicn.

f r a f t  t f t  ®?ad)t/ un^ ^ie i)tb rf bit icb ini bvfonbcrc 
empfangfn, wirb alien Jleuten, bit fo ©eit ali fiebenjia 
len von meinem {)aupt<Duartjer ©obnen anbefol)len< ba@ (ie 
bie fine {^Ifte von ibrrm ®rtteibe bii ben erflen ^eoruacjui 

ouibtefcfeen/ unb bie anbere (wifte bii ben erjlen bei ndtbiren 
9?onati, ober (ie mujen ge©drtig fepn baB allei 0etreibe ©el(t)ei 
iticbt urn bie bejnmre 3 ^ t  oui^ebrofcben, bev bem ffomnti(faciui unb 
Cluactir; QReiftec bet 9(ntiee ©eggenommen, unb a li e tto b  beublt 
©ctlen (bO.

(ikfleben unter meinet {Mnb, im '^aupt^Ouartier, 
nnbe bepbecSifen@(bniclK im in ^b>ln" 
beipbia Sauntb, biefen }©aniigi)en December/

1777 .

©. SBflft pington.

9(iif feiner Q̂ pcellen) DefebI;
Slob. <&• {>artifon/ 6e(cetanui.

SoncaUfi; © rtrurft bcp JtanO SaKci;, In ttt
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O O R  b C R

9t 6 f t t e n
v n b  b tm

' bi^ êci ĉn Scrtgang
(e s c

p r i to i I c g i r t e n

©eutfĉ en ©efettfĉ aft
pbtla&cipftta in pcrmfyloanien.

3» cincr
bor êr ©efeUffbaft ge âltencB

91 f  ̂ e
t» 0 n

Sobann fibtiftopb Sunje,
iprofeffor btt oritnfolifcjen urt> ber beuff($«n S p ra 4 ie n  

a n f b<r Unibcrfltdt ju  unb ^ i tg l ie b
bee 0(bac()t(n ®efe0fc^aft.

p ^ t l a b e T p ^ i a ,

Sebriift bci W lelcbior © t e i n e r /  (n ber 3Jee<(iraff<. nafie 
b<i bet britten ©tr«(flt. i ? 8 } .
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2B a M  H  i t
u n b

• t)ic •

€tnn)o^ncr S>cutf( l̂aii^ ,̂

tcfonbrr^ in

^  c f f e n.
CfnvtU' ten, (cm (^,iv,ur lUKDiiDii, veu tviu, ue imii 11::̂  

reclit tlnu, unt leve imcriihmti'ii, u'cnu tti i;rtluiun foujt.
‘Iitc tie ^abrl'fit, l?aiTe tic î nqru, unt frtjfue

O e f t i P  ? i r a c h  i i i t  i M i i t m * .

'IJ^i'abelp^ia, ©ebrueft bep € a v l  G i f t ,  In be? 
SKartt^jlraiTc, 1783.
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( S i n e

S i u f f o r b c n i n a
«n bad

58oIf in 2fraetifa
i  u m

frozen 3««c()jett unb £>«nfen.
SHn tern w n  eiiitm Pflaiic^ten C en gttl itegen *fb«fteiien 5 ^ ^  

crlangt^r U n a ^ B 9 i9 ? r{t  anf ben ii< * «  S)«emb«T/ i 7 * 3 e 
jef^iricbeiifn ^ n f (  cite»« b«r S in 'W Jw t x  ju ^>{>rtabel!>i>i* 

MrgefteUte nnb ouf tint»efo»9fH wftfeUbenet 
Snb bn r bem !Dniir .‘tbngcbcnf

n c l d  b e m

$ ( u N n ^ e  eitier a n ^ e t n
Antictitn 3nboIt#/ unb an bent S)anf« unb SBcttafie. 

btb 3 ar<a 1 7 7 9  g c M t o ie  b*n

Sobann
bo iDictarr brr erfcnt. ml ]|tt bcntfl̂

6 p r a c ^  anf bet U n t fd i  )v 9 (nlab<[p|ia ml 
e « . S n tlc r . $ i t b .  bofUMt.

u
C. ^ ^ M a t e l p ^ f a :

(NbmFt bei 'S^debier ® t c < n ( r /  in brr 8i(r#«^aife/ 
bet Sveiten* imb !OH(ten>ftratlir. 1784.
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0 i it 11̂ r f I  (fi
b e r

©cutfc^en ©cfetlffiaft
i  m

© taate son 5?eu9orf,.

3ut 3(ufmun(erun9 tet Emigration tjon Deutfĉ # 
lanbi Ĵ iitfleijlung nof t̂dbtnber Emigranten, uiib 
)ur !2fM0l)id(un9 nu$(ic{)(t ^iffenfd;cf«n untec 
i||cen ianbesleatcn in bicfem ©taat.

^ ^ i ( a b e ( p l ^ i d :

(.'■’cCnJcft bt^ 9?lcl(I)iot 2 t e i n f t /  in tet 9lccf:(lr«(Tf, 
lu’.bf Fhi bcr Enttenrftraflf. I7 S^.
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