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From the Editor

As we approach the one-hundred-fiftieth anniversary of the American Civil
War, the editor would like to again encourage submissions that treat aspects of the
German-American involvement in that conflict. One of the essays in this volume
deals with ethnic tensions that resulted from the interaction between soldiers from a
native-born New York regiment and those in essentially all-German units. Based on
the very large number of German-born soldiers as well as the equally large number
from German communities in the United States who served in the Union Army it
behooves us as scholars to investigate all aspects of that eta from our unique
perspective. The general public and many in the scholarly world have very little
understanding of the contributions of German-Americans in the history of the
United States. The approaching sesquicentennial of the Civil War provides us with a
unique and welcome opfjortunit)' to explore these issues.

However, we continue to welcome contributions on the vast array of other
topics germane to our field of study. Whether cultural or political relations between
the New World and German-speaking Europe, or topics relating to the immigration
experience, or the contributions of German speaking immigrants in their new
homeland, all of these areas require our further exploration. It is this breadth of
coverage which leads to comments such as the following by the new ambassador of
the Federal Republic of Germany to the United States, Wolfgang Ischinger. |
commend the society for dedicating itself to researching the history of German
immigration to the United States and its influence on American culture.

The selection of essays in this volume treat literary authors, immigration
and settlement patterns, and folk medicine among other topics. Of special interest
is the keynote address by Dirk Schroeder at the 2001 SGAS Annual Symposium
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, about the ongoing discussion of heitkultur in
Germany. His words have a very different impact in the light of the events on
and since September 11, 2001.

As always, we want to especially acknowledge the contributions of the other
members of the Yearbook “team.” Our sincere appreciation for their efforts goes to
Timothy Holian, editor of book reviews, the SGAS Bibliographic Committee headed
Giles and Dolores Hoyt, and last, but most certainly not least, the members of the
SGAS Editorial Board, whose evaluations and suggestions maintain the high standards



of this publication.

Our special thanks go to Jerr)’ Glenn for his timely review essay of German
American literature. He has now decided that it is time to pass the baton on to another
colleague, Elfe Vallaster. Jerry' has been a dependable and essential member of our
team for nearly two decades. He was responsible for initiating two of out now standard
"Yeurbook, sections, the book reviews with the 1988 issue and the literarv review essav
with the 1997 issue. He continues to serve on the SGAS Editorial Board. We wish
jerry the very best for his retirement.

Max Kade Centerfor German-American Studies
at the University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

March 2002



