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Reimer, 1926), 69.
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From the Editor

Continuing our commemoration o f the impact o f the revolutionary period 
o f 1848-49 on German immigration to the United States and the contributions 
o f those immigrants, we are pleased to present a selection o f articles focusing on 
the Germans in the United States at the time o f the American Civil War. Several 
o f the current essays elaborate on issues raised by the 1999 publication o f Steven 
Rowan’s translation o f Wilhelm Kaufmann’s Die Deutschen im amerikanischen 
Biirgerkriege, originally published in Germany in 1911 (see Book Reviews). 
Stephen Engle explores the ever controversial and enigmatic Franz Sigel, whose 
infamous reputation as a general officer on the Union side stands in paradox to 
his enduring significance for the German Forty-Eighters and others o f German 
descent in the United States. Studies o f German-American attitudes regarding 
the secession crisis and the institution o f slavery by Werner Steger— focusing on 
the German community in Richmond, Virginia, the future capital o f the Con­
federacy— and by Christian Keller— examining the editorial positions o f Ger­
man newspapers in Eastern Pennsylvania, pitting Pennsylvania Dutch against 
the newly arrived Deutschlander-— undermine the stereotype o f the staunchly 
pro-Northem German-American. A  contribution by Annette Hofmann high­
lights the significant sacrifices o f the German-American Turners during the Civil 
War and their lasting influence in the American scene.

Among those articles not focusing primarily on the German-Americans 
and Civil War, Nancy Newman investigates the involvement o f concert musi­
cian Henry Albrecht with the utopian communistic settlement o f Icarians in 
Nauvoo, Illinois. Sam Mustafa offers evidence o f very early German-American 
connections stemming from the “merchant culture” o f the eighteenth century—  
linking the German seaports o f the former Hanseatic League with the coastal 
cities o f  the newly formed United States. Manfred Zimmermann and Regine 
W ieder both report on discoveries inviting further research in the holdings o f 
the German Society o f Pennsylvania’s library in Philadelphia. Zimmermann 
finds a treasure trove o f detailed information on German immigrants, while 
W ieder sheds light on the German-American author Konrad Nies. Lawrence 
Klippenstein offers a survey o f nearly two decades o f Mennonite writings, rang­
ing from local histories to fiction to dictionaries o f Mennonite Low German or



Plautdietsch. Finally, a review essay by Antonius Holtmann o f the 1987 publica­
tion o f LiwwdtBoke claims that this much touted set o f texts and drawings by a 
“pioneer Low German woman” in Ohio must be viewed as a forgery.

Our readers will already have noticed the new appearance o f the Yearbooks 
cover. The Executive Board o f the SGAS decided that after nearly twenty years 
it was time for a face lift by adding a bit o f  color. More practical consider­
ations— sturdier cover— ând a desire to emphasize the connection o f the SGAS 
to the Yearbook, with the name o f the Society and the seal o f Germantown, 
Pennsylvania, designed by Pastorius on the front, resulted in the current cover. 
The editor and the Executive Board welcome any comments or suggestions horn 
our readership in this regard.

As always, we want to especially acknowledge the contributions o f the other 
members o f the Yearbook “team.” Our sincere appreciation for their good ef­
forts goes to Timothy Holian, editor o f book reviews, Jerry Glenn for his re­
view  o f current German-American belles-lettres, the SGAS Bibliographic Com­
mittee headed by Giles and Dolores Hoyt, and last, but most certainly not least, 
the members o f the SGAS Editorial Board, whose evaluations and suggestions 
maintain the high standards o f this publication.

M axKade Center fo r  German-American Studies 
at the University o f Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
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