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From the Editor

The year 1998 marks the one hundred-fiftieth anniversary of the German
Revolution of 1848. That failed attempt to establish even a limited form of
parliamentary democracy inthe German territories unleashed a wave of refugees
to the haven of the American republic. These German republicans arrived just
in time to participate in the great American Civil War testing whether the
institution of slavery would survive and even whether the union of states would
survive. To commemorate this significant period of German-American history
we present two contributions in this volume. Sabine Freitag examines in her
keynote address presented at the 1998 SGAS Symposium in Indianapolis,
Indiana, the revolutionary Friedrich Hecker’s transformation from German
republican to a supporter of the American Republican Party. William Keel
presents the biography ofan individual Freischdrler from the 1848-49 insurgencies
in Baden who finds himself in the chaos of Missouri’s capital city at the outbreak
of the Civil War and becomes an American superpatriot. We would also like to
renew the invitation to our members to submit additional contributions treating
the immigration and impaa of these German refugees of 1848-49.

Beyond these commemorative articles we find investigations of German Jesuit
missionaries in the desert Southwest, advice to immigrants from Friedrich
Miinch, Low German settlements in western Missouri, anti-German sentiment
in Ohio at the outbreak of World War I, and a glimpse of Crown Prince Henry'’s
visit to the United States a decade before that fateful war. Hermann Kurthen
attacks the traditional view that the decline of German language use in the
United States is linked to the negativism engendered by Germany being the
enemy in two world wars in the twentieth century. Finally, we present a
thoughtful examination of German-Canadian identity by Gerhard Bassler.

We want to especially acknowlec”e the contributions of the other members
of the Yearbook “team.” Jerry Glenn has again captured the essence of the
current state of German-American literary production in his essay “From
Babylon to Jasper.” Our bibliographic committee under the direction of Giles
and Dolores Hoyt has brought together a record number of entries for the



annual bibliography. Wewelcome new book review editor Timothy Holian and
wish him much success.

As many of our readers know, the year 1998 also marked the passing of
several of our members, three of whom were intimately involved in this
Yearbook. Our founding editor, Toni Burzle, died in September (see “In
Memoriam,” p. 1). Just three weeks later, Paul Schach died on 13 October.
Paul, in his eighty-fourth year, was still actively engaged in reviewing and
evaluating articles for publication in the Yearbook. We had just received his final
evaluations shortly before his death. His critiques and his wit will be sorely
missed. As we go to press, we have also learned of the death of Erich Markel,
president of the Max Kade Foundation, New York, on 4January 1999 at the age
of seventy-eight. Dr. Markel was instrumental in providing financial backing for
the inaugural issue of the Yearbook in 1981 and the special issue of the Yearbook
commemorating the German-American tricentennial in 1983. He was a true
friend of German-American Studies as evidenced not only in his support of the
Yearbook but also for his support of the several Max Kade centers and institutes
throughout the United States. We shall miss him very much. This volume of
the Yearbook is dedicated to the memory of these three pioneering colleagues in
German-American Studies.

Max Kade Centerfor German-American Studies
at the University ofKansas

Lawrence, Kansas

January 1999



