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FROM THE EDITORS

The 1996 volume of the Yearbook introduces our readers to what we hope
will be awelcome innovation. For the first time, it has been possible to include
color reproductions among the illustrations in this issue. We wish to
acknowledge the generous support of the University of Texas at San Antonio in
enabling us to publish twenty color reproductions to accompany Charles
Wickham'’s article on the portrayal of Native Americans by nineteenth-century
German painters. Wickham analyzes the changing perceptions of Native
Americans by Europeans through their paintings. The work of another painter,
the twentieth-century German-American artist, caricaturist and writer, Albert
Bloch (1882-1961), the only American member of Der Blaue Reiter, is
documented in an exhaustive annotated bibliography by John Richardson.

A number of the essays in this volume lead the reader to surprising
discoveries and new insights. Leroy Hopkins depicts the attraction of German
idealism and philosophy for nineteenth-century African-American intellectuals.
Gerhard Friesen takes us behind the scenes of the Harmony Society and sheds
light on the human foibles of one of its leaders. The unexpectedly strong
support of the Catholic press for the plight of the American worker in the post-
Civil War era is revealed by Walter Kamphoefner. Ernst Stuhlinger, one of the
rocket scientists who came to the United States with Wernher von Braun after
World War 11, offers us an Inside glimpse of his first encounters with American
society in a personal reminiscence.

New aspects of early German immigration to the New World are provided
by three articles dealing with seventeenth-century mineral experts in Colonial
Virginia, eighteenth-century song writing in the Ephrata Cloister, and
eighteenth-century emigration from Wurzburg, respectively. Ulrike Skorsetz
takes a critical look at nineteenth-century German tavern culture. Carl Schurz’s
thoughts on the dual loyalty to his native land and to his new
homeland—‘German-Americans constitute the hyphen between Germany and
America”—as recounted by Hans Trefousse, would appear to be valid for
immigrants across the centuries.



The editors again wish to express their deepest appreciation to the members
of the editorial board without whose meticulous evaluation of submitted
manuscripts it would not be possible to publish the Yearbook.

Max Kade Centerfor German-American Studies
at the University ofKansas

Lawrence, Kansas

April 1997



