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FROM THE EDITORS

As always, the editors owe a debt of gratitude to our colleagues on 
the SGAS Editorial Board, our book review editor, Jerry Glenn, and our 
bibliographic team under the leadership of Dolores and Giles Hoyt for 
their cooperative efforts in producing this volume of the Yearbook. A  
special word of thanks goes to La Vem J. Rippley for compiling and 
annotating the 'Teaching Bibliography of German-Americana.” We are 
convinced that this reference tool will be of great value to teachers of 
German-American history and culture at all levels, from elementary 
schools to universities. Additional copies of the 'Teaching Bibliography" 
will be available from the SGAS.

This issue of the Yearbook offers our readers insights into a rich 
variety of German-American topics: The desire of German-American 
rationalist Friedrich Miinch to reach a broader English-speaking audience 
for his ideas is depicted in correspondence with New England 
transcendentalist Theodore Parker. The efforts of Mathilde Franziska 
Anneke on behalf of women's rights in Germany and the United States is 
chronicled. Friedrich Gerstacker's treatment of Native Americans in his 
literary works is scrutinized. Oral history is employed to depict life in an 
early Texas German settlement. The interference of American English and 
Pennsylvania German in an Austrian settlement dialect is analyzed. 
Amish children and the learning of English is the focus of the final 
regular contribution to the 1993 volume.

The year 1993 also marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the Society for German-American Studies. It is thus 
appropriate that we as a society not only review our accomplishments and 
achievements during our first quarter of a century of existence, but also 
reflect on the nature and future direction of the field of German-American 
Studies. This discussion was initiated at a special conference on the 
"Definition and Outlook" of German-American Studies sponsored by the 
Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in September 1993. A collection of essays from that



conference will be published by the institute. The discussion will 
continue in a special issue of the journal M omtshefte to appear in late 
1994. In this vein, the editors are pleased to present a thought-provoking 
essay by our colleague and editor of the SGAS Newsletter, La Vem J. 
Rippley, on his view of German-American Studies.

Max Kade Center for German-American Studies 
at the University o f Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
August 1994


