
Siegmar Muehl

The Lichtfreund Press: 
German-American Newspaper Publishing 

on the Missouri Frontier, 1843-55

On 21 July 1843, Eduard Miihl, accompanied by his wife, baby, and 
brother-in-law, Karl Strehly, stepped off a Missouri River boat onto the wharf 
at the small frontier town of Herm2mn, Missouri.* The settlement, ninety 
miles west of St. Lx)uis on the hilly south bank of the Missouri River, had been 
founded only six years earlier as a colony of the German Settlement Society 
of Philadelphia.^ Its founders foresaw the settlement as an enclave where 
German language and culture might survive and flourish m the dominant 
English culture of the United States.

Other German settlements in the Missouri River valley west of St. Lx)uis 
had preceded the founding of the Hermaim colony. Areas established in 1832 
near Washington and Dutzow east of Hermann ^ cam e  known as the "Latin 
Settlement" because of the educated and aristocratic backgrounds of many of 
the immigrants. Other groups followed in rapid succession. Of these, the 
group known as the GieBen Emigration Society under the leadership of Paul 
Follenius and Friedrich Miinch is especially noteworthy since both Follenius 
and Miinch later wrote essays that appeared in the Lichtfreund Press 
newspapers. A few members of the GieBen group eventually settled north of 
the river near Marthasville.*

Eduard Miihl, a former Lutheran pastor in Saxony, had emigrated to 
America in 1836 at thirty-six years of age. Prior to coming to Hermann, he 
had published a Cincinnati paper caUed the Lichtfreund {Friend o fL i^ t) .  This 
paper espoused religious rationalism, a religious ideology with roots in the 
German Enlightenment. Many literate and liberal-minded German immigrants 
had imported this view in the 1830s.

These friends of light, or freethinkers, believed in a "natural" rather than 
a "revealed" reli^on, a religion based on truths discovered by the "inner light 
of reason" rather than one founded on church dogma, authority, or mystical 
experience.

185



In his German homeland, Miihl had been reared in a conservative 
Evangelical Lutheran household—his father wais pastor of a village church at 
Oberullersdorf in Saxony. While attending the University of Leipzig to study 
theology, he absorbed not only rationalist religious views but also, as a 
member of the German Student Association, espoused ideals of constitutional 
and representative government. The then autocratic rulers of the German 
states considered both viewpoints radical and subversive.

Like many graduates of theology at the time, Muhl spent several years as 
a private tutor waiting for a pastoral opening. Eventually he became his 
father’s assistant at the Oberullersdorf church. In the course of preaching 
there and in neighboring churches as a vacancy pastor, he expressed his 
rationalist religious views. This brought him into conflict not only with his 
father but also with local authorities of the state-controlled church.

When his father died in 1835, Miihl temporarily filled the vacant pulpit. 
He failed, however, to obtain the permanent appointment. Presumably his 
"radical" views did not endear him to village conservatives, or to local church 
authorities. Without mesms of livelihood, he emigrated to America.^

Miihl began to pick up newspaper experience shortly after reaching the 
United States. During a stopover of a few months in Allentown, Pennsylvania, 
where he failed to find a pastorate, he apprenticed himself for several weeks 
in a printshop to learn typesetting.* Early in 1837, he moved to nearby 
Lebanon earning his living there as a music teacher, and writing a series of 
articles on the German immigrant experience in the United States. These 
appeared in Philadelphia’s German newspaper. Die alte und neue Welt!’

During the Lebanon year he observed with discomfiture the fervent 
evangelical religion which accompamed trams-Appalachian settlers in the post- 
Revolutionary War years. On a Sunday morning, when Miihl was playing his 
guitar and singing old German songs to assuage his loneliness, a member of 
the Methodist brethren invaded his room uninvited. This officious soul 
threatened Miihl with legal action unless he desisted from making music on 
the Sabbath. Later, during an extended Presbyterian revival meeting, Miihl 
lost several of his female piano students because they became convinced that 
playing the piano was a sin against God.

Miihl recorded these encounters in his Lebanon diary. They served to 
feed his publishing aspirations. He noted:

I have wondered that no religious newspaper exists in America that 
systematically fights the excesses shown here, and portrays the unity 
of mankind in a rational belief above and beyond sectarian ways.^

When Miihl settled in Cincinnati in 1840, he implemented his idea of 
publishing a relipous newspaper. Shortly after arrival, he became editor of a 
German paper, the Volksblatt. With publishing facilities now at hand, he
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concurrently launched his own German-language paper, the Lichtfreund, in 
February 1840.*

In Cincinnati the Lichtfreund continued publication for three years on a 
semimonthly basis. A contemporary source reported the paper had five 
hundred subscribers.’ Miihl secured most of these by personal canvass. In 
1842, leaving the publishing of the Lichtfreund to his publishing partner emd 
brother-in-law, Karl Strehly, he traveled eastward seeking subscribers. His 
journal reflects this trip:

In May, I undertook my great journey to collect subscribers for the 
Lichtfreund. My route took me by Phillipsburg, Pittsburgh, Md 
from there to Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York. I retiumed by 
way of Albany to Buffalo, and then on the canal to Cincinnati. I 
was gone almost 13 weeks and brought back $3.25. The future 
worries me. I hope it will go better later. Karl and I compose the 
paper ourselves which makes for a great sa\ing.

On a similar subscription-gathering trip westward to the St. Louis area 
in April 1843, Miihl w ited  Hermann, Missouri, for the first time. He would 
have known about the Germ2m colony through his Philadelphia newspaper 
contacts, since Die alte und neue Welt was the official voice for the German 
Settlement Society.*® His encoimter with this "little Germany" and its beautiful 
Rhine-like location on the banks of the Missouri prompted the following entry 
in Muhl’s journal: "While I was in Hermann, the thought came to me that I 
would like to move there. After some hesitation, I quickly made the decision 
to move."

Departing Cincinnati by steamboat 12 July, Muhl’s little party eventually 
arrived in Hermann after a "tedious voyage." A description of Hermann as it 
looked only three years earlier in 1840 appeared in the St. Louis German 
newspaper, the Anzeiger des Westens. A  brief excerpt provides a sense of the 
physical scene that greeted the weary travelers:

Up to the present, something over two years have passed since the 
first house was built in Hermann. Now almost 150 houses stand 
there with about 600 inhabitants. Of the land surrounding 
Hermann, much of it is already laid out in farms.**

Hermann had no existing newspaper at the time. Thus, Miihl and Strehly 
needed to bring a printing press, type and paper with them on the trip from 
Cincmnati. Otherwise they could not have published their first Hermann- 
based number of the Lichtfreund only a little over a month after reaching this 
isolated location. From later evidence, we know the publishing partners had 
gone half-shares and made a down payment on a Washington Hand Press and 
type manufactured by the Cincinnati Type Foundry in Cincinnati.**
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Shortly after arrival, the partners set up their printing shop in a West 
Second Street house that StreUy bought for his living quarters at a sheriff’s 
sale.*  ̂ From this location, they first printed the Cincinnati-transplanted 
Lichtfreund in Hermann—Wednesday, 23 August 1843. This issue was the first 
number of the fourth annual set of the paper’s ongomg existence; it was also 
the first enduring German-American paper published west of St. Lx)uis in 
Missouri.'^

The masthead of this first Hermann number is shown below.
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Quotes appe£U'ing directly under the title signaled the paper’s rationalist 
ideology. A BibUcal quote reads in translation: "Test everything and hold fast 
to the good." Another from Schiller states: "What religion do I confess? 
None of those you mention.—And why none? For religious reasons."

The masthead further specified the "terms" of the paper: It would appear 
biweekly and cost $1.00 per year, paid in advance; letters and remittances 
could be sent post-free; publishers of other German newspapers were 
requested to act as subscription agents. Actually, the paper came out weekly 
for the first six weeks to make up missing numbers caused by gaps in 
publishing during the move to Hermann.** A notice on page four signed by 
the "compositor" explained that due to a shortage of type fonts for the German 
letter, «, "ue" would substitute until "the deficiency can be made good." The 
paper’s physical format consisted of four pages of three columns each, with an 
overall dimension of fourteen by nine inches. Each number contained some 
six thousand hand-set words.

Miihl filled more than three pages of this first Hermann number with an 
editorial setting for the paper’s rationalist purpose for the "German comrades 
in the West." It read in part:
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I shall set forth the guiding principle that one may judge for himself 
whether to accept or reject a religious belief. One can only believe 
that which promotes the highest purpose of religion, namely 
morality, which must be reflected in our lives in word and deed. 
What does not meet these claims cannot be a part of religious 
belief, but must be rejected. The viewpoint expressed here finds its 
basis in the Latin word. It is called, "Rationalism,” or faith in 
reason.

The paper’s content typically included a lead essay on a religious subject 
from the rationalist \newpoint. Although these essays often attacked the 
established churches, Protestant and Catholic, extreme rationalist views also 
received critical attention. Friedrich Munch, fellow rationalist, journalist and 
grape grower, who lived in nearby Marthas\dlle across the Missoiui River from 
Hermann, wrote such a series directed at the Die Fackel, a New York paper 
edited by Samuel Ludvigh. Miinch accused Die Fackel of "carrying on a war 
against Christianity, tearing it out of all historical development."'* Letters to 
the editor sometimes added other voices to Lichtfreund columns.

Besides its editorial content, the paper often contained special serial 
features. One described the world’s various religions. Another featured 
extended excerpts from David Strauss’s controversial Life o f Jesus, published 
in Germany in 1840. Strauss, like several other contemporary German Biblical 
scholars, attempted to explain the supernatural and miraculous in the Bible on 
naturalistic or mythical grounds. The Lichtfreund also served as organ for 
correspondence and promotion of two rationalist groups in the Missouri River 
Valley called Verein Freier Mdnner~-onc founded in Augusta in 1844, and one 
in Hermtum in 1852.*’ Back pages of the paper reported religious and 
sometimes secular news from the United States and Europe.

Since no telegraphic connections yet existed, the Lichtfreund depended 
entirely on other newspapers for its supply of news. At various times, thirty- 
two different American papers and six foreign ones were cited as news 
soiuces.'* The Anzeiger des Westens in St. Louis and the Deutsche Schnellpost 
and Die Fackel in New York were the most frequently cited domestic sources. 
The Lichtfreund maintained an exchange-paper relationship with several of 
these which also included the courtesy of accepting subscriptions in each 
others’ offices.*’

Occasionally the paper aimounced publications of other presses. Thus the 
first number of a "Complete Library of German Classics," printed in 
Philadelphia could be viewed in the newspaper office and subscribed to "at 10 
cents per-monthly number." The Hermann publishers stated their reason for 
promoting this publication; "Many here would like to secure better German 
works if opportunity and price were not an obstacle."”

Presumably due to the Lichtfreund’s religious orientation, no commercial 
ads appeeu'ed in its pages. As a result, Miihl and Strehly depended entirely on
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income from subscriptions to support the paper and their own livelihood. 
Various notices about the business of publishing the Lichtfreund provide insight 
into problems of producing and sustaining a paper on the Missouri frontier.

A list of the paper’s agents appeared regularly. Such an agent list 
appears below. Locations on the list give evidence of the paper’s geographical 
reach. It also regularly published names and cash receipts for subscn{>tions 
received. A tally of these receipts suggests the approximate number of 
subscribers, and their locations. Receipts in the fourth and fifth annual sets, 
August 1843 to May 1845, showed 365 subscribers haring paid in part or in 
full. Ohio had the largest number with 144 at 19 different locations; Missouri 
had 98 at 15; Pennsylvania 77 at 6. As would be expected, big cities with large 
German concentrations provided the most readers: Cincinnati, St. Louis,
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Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia, in that order. The Lichtfreund also 
had a scattering of readers in Arkansas, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, New York, 
Wisconsin and Mississippi. Total receipts for the fifth annual set alone, with 
past-due cmd future-year payments eliminated, indicated about 236 subscribers 
for that year.
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One odd feature appeared in this subscription accounting: No subscribers 
were ever listed from Hermann itself. Since the paper occasionally published 
notices relating to events in Hermann, there had to be local readers. Perhaps 
the paper was distributed gratis locally, though this would seem doubtful, given 
severe money constraints constantly facing the publishers.

As reported earlier, the Lichtfreund’s masthead stated remittances could 
be sent post-free. The paper regularly carried a notice to remind subscribers 
how to do this:

If our distant readers want to send us money, they need to go to the 
nearest postmaster and in his presence put the money into a letter.
He then addresses it, writes his name as postmaster, and the word 
free on it. By this means, it will spare the printing press the postage 
for subscriptions.^

The publishers bore mailing costs of the paper. At the time, the newspaper 
rate was one cent up to one hundred miles, and one-and-one-half cents for 
greater distances.^

Some Lichtfreund notices reflected problems in getting the paper 
delivered. No railroad or post road as yet connected Herm2um eastward with 
St. Louis, or any point in between. The paper traveled by riverboat. Spring 
Hooding, low water levels in the fall, and winter freezing all made for shipping 
problems. Sometimes the channel would shift making it impossible for boats 
to land at Hermann, or else "Yankee* boat captains, acting out of "nativist 
spite," refused to put in at the German settlement.^

One such disruption was noted in spring 1844, when the Missouri River 
crested at 35.7, a record level: "Although we send the paper by steamboat, it 
still could be delayed, since flooding may have made nearby roads 
impassable."^ Such a problem may have existed in the Pittsburgh area. A  
second notice in the same issue reported that, "no papers had been received 
in the Pittsburgh area for six weeks, despite their having been mailed from 
Hermann."

Money and/or paper constraints limited the quantity of papers printed for 
any given number. One notice read: "Those who do not wish to receive the 
4th annual set are requested to return the numbers sent to them because we 
need them elsewhere."^

By spring of 1844, Miihl and Strehly felt established enough to think 
about bringing in some outside help to relieve them of complete responsibility 
for composing the paper. In April, the following notice appeared: "The 
Lichtfreund Press is seeking a boy from 12 to 16 who desires to learn the 
printing trade."^ The ad apparently found a positive response. In a letter 
Miihl wrote in early June 1844 to Heinrich Rodter, a newspaper colleague in 
Cincinnati, he noted: "My wife has plenty to do around the house since we are 
six at table. There are two apprentices I train to set type."^
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Clearly, from the start of the Hermann venture, the publishers had money 
problems, due in part to the country’s economic situation at the time. In 1837, 
the United States Bank of Pennsylvania closed, then a number of state banks 
failed because of losses incurred from western land speculation. The resulting 
depression continued into the 1840s.

A dunning notice appeared in the very first number of the Hermann 
paper:

All those who owe us money me requested to pay up at this time, 
since with the beginning of a new business necessary commitments 
and unexpected expenses occur that make extra money necessary.
The notes of the Indiana Bank are acceptable as currency here.“

The Indiana Bank was one of the few regulated banks that had not defaulted. 
In the Rodter letter mentioned earlier, written near the end of the first year 
of publishing in Hermann, Miihl reported:

How seldom I have money you may imagine when I tell you that I 
have received up to the most recent mail delivery, when my yearly 
books close out, not more than $223 for the year. I have to divide 
this with Karl. The paper supply I need to purchase each year costs 
$52. It has been five weeks since I have had any money in the 
house.®

Concurrent with the above letter, the following notice appeared:

The tmnual year of the paper is soon to end and we ask subscribers 
still in arrears to pay up . . .  . We have in the neighborhood of $500 
outstanding. For a small business, this is an enormous sum. It 
points out how little in America a newspaper publisher can trust the 
general reading public. Had we always been promptly paid, we 
would not have been put into the uncomfortable position of 
necessity to call on our closer friends for an advance of money, 
which in spite of the bad times, they let us have. Thus, we must do 
what we have never done up to now. We will publish a black list of 
our truant debtors and identify them to other publishers and the 
public. No fair thinking person will deny us this right.”

Beginning in December 1844 these "black lists’ began to appear on a 
regular basis. Sarcastically titled, "Honors List," one example follows:

Th. Cappel in Zanesville, O.
This deceiver has not only himself received several years of the 
paper, but beyond this has made orders for others who likewise have

192



made no payment, although he guaranteed for these persons. 
Perhaps he received the money and pocketed i t . . .

This method sometimes brought results. One number of the paper 
carried a "Recantation" stating that one M. Sondhaus whose name had 
appeared on the black list,". . . has now paid up in good faith." The publishers 
added by way of exoneration: "We are morally certain Mr. Sondhaus did not 
have the intention of withholding the subscription money from us."“  Even the 
notorious Th. Cappell made a partial remittance: "T. Cappell paid $2, but not 
without writing an amusing letter with joking insults."”

Given a circulation of five hundred when the Cincinnati issues were 
published, the Lichtfreund’s subscribers had declined by half during the 
Hermaim years. Although the depression undoubtedly contributed to this 
decline, the paper’s reli^ous and highly intellectusd content severely limited its 
popular appeal. Friedrich Miinch himself stated: "The Lichtfreund contains 
many essays calculated primarily for the understanding of those who possess 
a learned education."”

Miihl confirmed this circulation problem. In a summary editorial in the 
final number of the fifth annual set, 21 May 1845, he stated:

Except for Baltimore, we have lost most of our subscribers in the 
great Eastern cities. We have made up for this loss in part by new 
subscribers in the small cities and the countryside. Their friendly 
support through letters indicates backing for our cause. This has 
kept our hopes alive.

This situation undoubtedly was a major factor behind the publisher’s 
announcement in early spring 1844 of their intention to bring out a second 
paper, a weekly, to be called the Hermanner Wochenblatt. They planned this 
as a more conventional, secular paper, with a focus on local news and 
concerns, including public notices and produce prices in nearby markets. The 
new paper would also feature state and national news, reports from abroad, 
and serialized stories. With out-of-town circulation in mind, the publishers 
cited the need "to convey news of Hermann to distant readers who wish to 
keep in close contact with our settlement."”  Priced at two dollars per year, the 
paper would appear when there were sufticient subscribers to cover costs.

Shortly after this announcement, Miihl, in his letter to Rodter, referred 
to this new venture with misgivings: "You will give strength to my projected 
weekly paper. Truly, I have little confidence in the undertaking, and if the 
locals do not hold to their promises, I will suffer a loss."”

In addition to diversifying the output of the Lichtfreund Press with the 
publication of the new paper, the editor aimounced, in March 1845, the 
printing of "a small publication given to us at the press which is now finished." 
This was Friedrich Munch’s booklet in German, Concerning Religion and
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Christianity. To encourage sales, the notice continued: "We trust in our 
distant friends to extend a hand in disseminating this publication which costs 
only a few cents . . . Ever mindful of economics, the editor concluded: 
"Please return to us samples you are not able to sell because we must pay for 
them out of our own pocket since Mr. Miinch printed the work at his own cost 
and we are answerable for payment for the samples."^

The Herm anner Wochenblatt finally came out in September 1845 after 
several months delay because the publishers could not obtain deUvery of the 
type ordered over a year previously when they announced the paper. In 
September 1844, they had informed potential subscribers, "earlier or later 
publication of the paper depends on this delivery."^ An announcement of the 
pending publication of the H erm anner Wochenblatt appeared in the St. Louis 
paper. Die deutsche Tribune, 26 June 1845:

All those who wish to subscribe to the Herm anner Wochenblatt 
published in Hermann by Miihl and Strehly, or to the currently 
appearing Lichtfreund, will find sample issues of these papers for 
examination with Mr. Strehly who remains here until Sunday. 
Subscriptions will be honored in this office, in the bookstore of 
Messers Fr2uikson and Wesselhoft, and at the Anzeiger des Westens.

Sixty-one numbers of the H erm anner Wochenblatt from its first two years 
of publication are preserved in the newspaper collection at the Missouri 
Historical Society, St. Louis. They have been microfilmed as part of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities project to preserve early United 
States newspapers. Arndt and Olson’s German American Newspapers and 
Periodicals does not list this collection of the Wochenblatt. The collection 
contains forty-four numbers from the first two years of the paper’s existence, 
1845-46. beginning with the third weekly issue, 19 September 1845. Among 
these early numbers, the following editorial appeared on 28 August 1846:

With this number, the first year of the Wochenblatt comes to 
an end. W e have not found the support we counted on . . .  . We 
expiected it would be better supported by the people in the 
countryside to whom it ^ves so much. They say. "What do we 
need with a newspaper. In Germany we had no paper." Such talk 
belongs to "simple Germans" [teutschen Micheltume] . . . .

We have come to the conclusion, that will surprise no one who 
considers the circumstances, not to go on with the paper for the 
time being . . . .  It is necessary that we make a stop—in part to 
gather new subscribers, particularly since we lost many as a result
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of the Santa Fe Expedition, and in part to bring om correspondence 
and accounts into order . . . .  On October 1st and not before, we 
will b e ^  the second auinual set of the paper.

Miihl & Strehly

The paper actually began republication in mid-October. Further evidence 
showed that in addition to this early lack of load support, the Wochenblatt also 
had to compete with St. Louis papers delivered by steamboat. In a 29 July 
1848 article in the St. Louis .,4/ize(ge/- des Westens, an agent for that paper living 
in Hermann wrote: "One impressive proof of Hermann’s prospering is that we 
find a growing subscription list."

The Wochenblatt was somewhat larger than theLic/i//7«md—eighteen-and- 
one-half by thirteen inches—and had a four-page, four-column format. The 
masthead of an early number appears below.

^ermaniur
tUtJcljtnblaU.

The paper’s content followed the publisher’s earlier outline. Whether they 
obtained rights or paid royalties to publish serialized stories that usually ran 
on the front page is moot. For example, be^nning 4 March 1853, the paper 
featured a Germ2m translation of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, "adapted for the 
Hermanner Wochenblatt." It r2m for twenty-six weekly installments.^

Unlike the Lichtfreund, the Wochenblatt featured advertisements, with 
rates at one dollar for twelve lines or fewer, and twenty-five cents to repeat the 
ad. The paper usually had two full columns of ads on page four. These 
included both local and out-of-town advertisers, especially from St. Louis and 
Cincinnati.
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Although the Wochenblatt’s editorials occasionally reflected the editor’s 
abiding commitment to rationalism and his challenges of traditional church 
practices, its editorials more frequently addressed secular issues. Miihl 
coureigeously took a strong antislavery stand in what was a slave state. 
Although there were no slaves in Hermann and only a few in surroxmding 
Gasconade County, the 1850 census counted over one thousand in 
Montgomery County north across the Missouri River from Hermann.^

The paper often carried accounts of lynchings and other incidents 
involving inhuman treatment of slaves in southern states. Frequent editorials 
informed readers about politics of the slavery issue. The paper criticized the 
Thirty-first Congress for passing, in 1850, the so-called "Omnibus Bill" which 
included the controversial Furtive Slave Law. Anticipating the 1852 
presidential election, the paper supported the Free Democratic, or Free-Soil 
party platform which called for the abolition of the Fugitive Slave Law, and 
opposition to adding more slave states to the Union. In the November 
election, the paper reported few Hermann voters bothered to cast their ballots. 
The editorial explained: "They found little to support in the platforms of the 
Democrats or Whigs." Free Democrats did not appear on the ballot. A later 
December editoriad emphasized the differences for its readers between the 
antislavery views of the Abolitionists and the Free Democrats. Abolitionists, 
it said, advocated unconditional abolition of slavery and granting full 
citizenship to the freed slaves. Free Democrats, by contrast, felt that 
unconditional abolition violated constitutional rights of the southern states, and 
that full citizenship for slaves overlooked their lack of education to appreciate 
the rights and duties of citizen status.^'

Locally, the paper focused at various times on improving the German 
school in Hermann, the need for a passable, all-season post road connecting 
Hermann with Washington twenty miles east, the route location and building 
of the Pacific railroad westward from St. Louis, and particularly problems and 
possibilities associated with development of viticulture in the area otherwise 
ill-suited for other crops or industrial development due to rocky soil and hilly 
terrain.

Through notices in its newer paper, the Lichtfreund Press made efforts 
to expand its printing business beyond publishing newspapers alone. One such 
notice, in English, appears below.^^

The appearance of this notice in English raises an interesting question. 
In mid-nineteenth century, and for many years to come, Hermann clung to its 
German speaking and reading.^ What audience, then, did the "Job Work" 
notice address vrith its claim to be able "to execute printing in various branches 
of English?" The only English appearing in the newspaper on a regular basis 
occurred in various legad notices relating to estates and legal actions brought
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,mss iv o s iK
(lone at tliis olTiC(] on tlio most accomodating 
terms, with neatness and despatch. H aring 
increased and improved our cstaliiisliinrnt, so 
as to anahio us to cNcciitc Printing in nil its 
various branches in tlic English as well os in 
tlic Ciennau Innginigc, we are now prepared 
lo receive and ndfil orders to tlic entire satis- 
r<ictiou of our friends.

MUEHL & STREIILY.

before the circuit court. For these notices, English was probably mandated by 
the court. That the paper did not translate such notices for Hermann readers 
suggests that many adults in Hermann, despite everyday use of spoken 
German, could read some English.

Sometime in 1847, as extra "job work," the press issued a reprint of 
Munch’s book on Christianity in German.^ Another longtime Hermann 
practice may have originated with the Lichtfreund Press. For years, even into 
present times, death notices printed on small cards and distributed by the 
undertaker appeared in town stores on counter tops near the cash register as 
a form of public obituary. Since the Lichtfreund or Wochenblatt rarely featured 
obituaries, printing these cards may have been part of the Lichtfreund Press’s 
"job work" business.

Although the Wochenblatt continued to publish agent lists and locations 
(St. Louis, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, New York, as well as Warren 
and Union counties, Missouri), for a few years the new paper no longer 
published subscriber receipts or dunning notices. As a result, no data exist to 
determine the paper’s circulation. In Hermann itself, the 1850 census coimted 
209 dwellings, most occupied by family units. This tally would suggest, at the 
most, the possibility of two hundred-plus local subscribers, particularly if 
surrounding farm settlements were counted in.

We do know the paper was delivered to some local residents. Miihl’s 
second son, Siegmar, wrote a recollection in his adult years titled "My Big 
Brother." Speaking of this brother, Thuisko, he described a scene from their 
youth in Hermann in the year 1850:

He had a carrier’s route for the paper my father published, and 
later when I was about 4 years old, I too was given a small route 
extending a few blocks from the newspaper office, while Big Brother 
covered all the outlying territory. It was customary to give a New 
Year’s greeting in verse form and the patrons would give the carrier 
a gratuity.^
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Beginning with the publication of the Wochenblatt, the Lichtfreund 
seemed to cease to exist. In extant issues of the Wochenblatt the earlier paper 
is never mentioned. Although 2dl numbers of the Lichtfreund’s fourth and fifth 
annual sets are extant today, not a single subsequent number has survived so 
far as is known. We know only through outside references that it continued.

Miinch, who had written for the paper during its first two Hermemn years, 
mentioned the paper in a November 1846-dated "Preface" to his book in 
English,/! Treatise on Religion and Christianity, published in Boston, 1846. He 
reported: "I am living in Warren County, Missouri, being occupied at the 
same time as farmer, teacher, preacher, and coeditor of the German religious 
newspaper, the Lichtfreund, printed in Hermann in this State."

How long Miinch served as coeditor and how extensive his responsibility 
was in getting out the paper is not known. Evidence does show Muhl was still 
active in promoting the Lichtfreund and the Wochenblatt. He made a trip to 
Cincinnati via St. Louis and stops in between in June 1848, seeking subscribers. 
Writing to his wife in German script from Louisville he mentioned: "I arrived 
here on the 17th and ran immediately through the streets like a hunting dog, 
but with little success. However, I am resolved to keep at it."^ A letter on the 
26 June 1848 from Cincinnati reported similar circumstemces: "Because of the 
extreme heat, I developed a painful sore from walking. I was barely able to 
carry on my business. It goes so-so with the subscribers . . . ." He added by 
way of conclusion: "When will I leann to write a letter with straight lines? 
Truth is, the crooked lines I involuntarily make symbolize the creizy life of a 
journalist."

In a last letter from St. Louis, 24 July on the homeward leg of his 
journey, Miihl added a footnote addressed to his publishing partner:

My dear, good Karl,

Here in St. Louis I have no great prospect. If I can get $50 it will 
be enough. The trip to Cincinnati has paid for itself. 1 have $50 for 
payment on the press and received $40 in cash. This is everything 
I have except for some small change. I will go directly from here to 
you unless it goes so badly here that I must try my luck elsewhere.
We will still get $10 from Cincinnati if people will only pay us. With 
that the trip will have brought in $100 out of which travel costs had 
to be paid . . . .  I will take care of the paper as soon as I have 
money again.

Shortly after Miihl returned to Hermann, the St. Louis paper, Der 
Lutheraner, a voice of orthodoxy, reported the Lichtfreund had disappeared for 
several months for lack of money. Their 8 September 1848 article continued: 
"The editor has now t^lken on the humble business of traveling from city to city
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to appeal to the generosity of all friends of light. . . .  The latest number has 
now been received by us."

The last dociunented reference to the Lichtfreund’s continuing existence 
appeared in the Anzeiger des Westens, '29 February 1851. The Lichtfreund was 
listed as a "rationalist bi-weekly."*’

Even as late as 1852, evidence shows the Lichtfreund Press publishers 
continued to practice do-it-yourself economies in getting out their paper. In 
an article acknowled^ng receiving back copies of the Janus, a newspaper 
published by Karl Heinzen in New York, the editor remarked: "It gives us 
great pleasure 2md genuine entertainment to read through the Janus after 
completing the days work of type setting."**

The Hermanner Wochenblatt and the Lichtfreund Press siu^ived until 
sometime early in 1855. Miihl, the editor, died in July 1854 in a cholera 
epidemic which ravaged the Hermann area during summer months that year. 
The only extant copies of the Wochenblatt published by Strehly after Miihl’s 
death appeared October 1854 through January 1855. In this period, the paper 
shrank from its four-page format to a one-page, one-side-only sheet. 
Editorials ceased, replaced only by letters from readers. The balance of the 
sheet cont2iined official notices. In this period, Strehly inserted sale notices 
that read:

The press with which the Hermanner Wochenblatt has been printed 
up to this time is herewith offered for sale. Local oral or written 
inquiries are invited.

29 July 1854 C. P. Strehly

Probate records on Miihl’s estate, administered by Strehly, show that the 
Lichtfreund Press and its two papers remained a m2U'ginal business proposition 
to the very end. Reporting to the court in 1855, Strehly stated in his petition 
written in fluent English: "The personal estate of the said dec’d is insufficient 
to pay the debts of the Estate as will appear by the inventory and the amount 
of debts due the deceased."

Listed cunong Miihl’s property was: "half part of printing press and 
types." Later, these were appraised at four hundred dollars. Undoubtedly, it 
was Strehly who owned the other "half part" of the press. Finally, in May 1858 
Strehly informed the court that "the press and types had been sold to a private 
buyer for $225."*’

That "private buyer," unspecified in the estate sale, was Jacob Graf who 
had been working as a compositor for a St. Louis paper. His parents had 
settled in Hermann in 1848.* The source providing this information 
characterized the printing equipment purchased by Graf as a "Washington 
Hand Press and a sm2ill amount of type." With this press in hand, Graf began 
publishing his own newspaper called the Hermanner Volksblatt. None of the
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early numbers of this paper survive to indicate the exact date the first number 
appeared. The Volksblatt continued as a German-language paper in Hermann 
until 1928 when its companion English-language paper, The Advertiser-Courier, 
succeeded it to continue the Graf-family newspaper tradition. The family 
finally sold the latter paper in 1981.*'

Still published in Hermann today by the "Graf Printing Company," The 
Advertiser-Courier can claim almost a century-and-a-half publishing tradition 
which traces its beginnings to Miihl and Strehly’s Lichtfreund Press founded 
in Hermann in the yê u■ 1843. This small press with its two pioneer 
newspapers provides a unique perspective on the evolution of what began as 
an intensely German settlement founded early in the nineteenth century on the 
Missouri frontier.

Although German traditions, history and contemporary culture—its 
literature, politics and religion—continued to appear in the viewpoints of these 
papers and in the reactions of their readers, gradually aspects of the American 
experience began to infiltrate their pages—especially the Wochenblatt’s. 
Figures like Tom Paine and George Washington, documents like the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, American holidays, 
particularly Washington’s Birthday and the Fourth of July, set new religious, 
political and social models for a developing American ideology. With the 
publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which the Wochenblatt serialized in a 
German trainslation, the Germam citizens of Hermann blended more and more 
into the American political, soci2d eind moral environment. At a less dramatic 
but vital level, the extant issues of the Wochenblatt reflect this frontier 
community’s struggle to build an economic basis for surviv2il through slow, 
often faltering attempts to develop a grape-growing and wine-producing 
industry. The Lichtfreund Press’s two newspapers remain the major surviving 
sources which document this social and economic evolution.

University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa
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