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Contributors

Wisconsin Pomeranian Low German

After receiving his Ph.D. from The University of Texas at Austin in 2016, 
Ryan Dux held faculty positions at Bucknell University (2016–2017) and 
Sam Houston State University (2018–2021), and worked as a Postdoctoral 
Fellow at the Institute for German Language. Since 2021, he has worked 
in the technology industry as a data analyst, where he applies his academic 
experience to analyze and curate linguistic data, coordinate annotation 
projects, and carry out translation and localization tasks for German, Dutch, 
and English. In addition to his fieldwork and research with (Pomeranian) 
German speakers in his home state of Wisconsin, he has also taught courses 
and published articles on the Texas German community. Beyond the fields of 
German American studies and language contact, his research interests include 
syntax and semantics, corpus linguistics, and construction grammar.

Plautdietsch in Canada 

Christopher Cox  is an associate professor in the School of Linguistics 
and Language Studies at Carleton University. His research centers on issues 
in language documentation, description, and revitalization, with a special 
focus on the creation and application of corpora and language technology. 
For the past 25 years, he has been involved with community-based language 
documentation, education, and revitalization efforts, most extensively in 
partnership with speakers of Mennonite Low German and with Indigenous 
language communities in western and northern Canada.
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Victoria (Herzog) Variety of Volga German in Ellis County, Kansas

William D. Keel is professor emeritus of German Studies at the 
University of Kansas. His four decades of research on German dialects in 
Kansas and Missouri with his doctoral students is documented at KU 
Scholarworks: https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/collections/3fcf37c6-6ccb-4bbd-
a64b-c213b22e81ed. Keel has served as co-editor and editor of the Yearbook 
of German American Studies and its supplemental volumes since 1981: 
https://journals.ku.edu/ygas/index.

Pennsylvania Dutch

Mark L. Louden received his undergraduate and graduate training in 
Germanic linguistics at Cornell University. After twelve years at the University 
of  Texas  at Austin, he joined the faculty of the University of Wisconsin–
Madison, where he is the Alfred L. Shoemaker, J. William Frey, and Don 
Yoder Professor of Germanic Linguistics and Director of the Max Kade 
Institute for German American Studies.  He is the author of  Pennsylvania 
Dutch: The Story of an American Language (2016), for which he received the 
Dale W. Brown Book Award for Outstanding Research in Anabaptist and 
Pietist Studies. Aside from his teaching and research, he is actively engaged 
in public outreach to Amish communities across multiple US states, with a 
focus on healthcare.

Moundridge (Kansas) Schweitzer German

Hyoun-A Joo is an assistant professor of German at the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, GA. Her research interests focus on questions of second 
language acquisition, sociolinguistics, and intercultural pragmatics.

B. Richard Page  is an associate professor of German and Linguistics 
at Penn State University,  PA. His research focuses on different aspects of 
Germanic linguistics, including heritage varieties of German.

Michael T. Putnam  is a professor of German and Linguistics at Penn 
State University, PA. His research focuses on the development of syntax and 
morphology in Germanic languages and dialects past and present.

Nora Vosburg is an Assistant Professor of German at St. Olaf College, 
MN. Her research interests include cross-linguistic influence phenomena, 
language shift and maintenance, and the sociology of language and religion. 

https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/collections/3fcf37c6-6ccb-4bbd-a64b-c213b22e81ed
https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/collections/3fcf37c6-6ccb-4bbd-a64b-c213b22e81ed
https://journals.ku.edu/ygas/index


Author Biographies

283

Texas German

Hans C. Boas is a professor for Germanic Linguistics in the Department 
of Germanic Studies and the Department of Linguistics at the University of 
Texas at Austin. His research focuses on syntax, semantics, computational 
lexicography, language contact, language variation and change, corpus 
linguistics, documentary linguistics, and foreign language education. He 
is the recipient of an NEH fellowship (2005), the Hugo Moser Prize for 
Germanic Linguistics (2007), the Leonard Bloomfield Book Award (2011), 
and the Humboldt Research Award (2021).

Marc Pierce (Ph.D. Michigan) is an associate professor in the Department 
of Germanic Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. His research is mainly 
on the history of linguistics, historical linguistics, Germanic linguistics, 
and phonology, with publications in journals like the Yearbook of German 
American Studies, the Journal of Germanic Linguistics, and Indogermanische 
Forschungen. He is currently preparing a book on the history of Germanic 
linguistics in North America.

The Texas Alsatian Dialect in Medina County, Texas

Karen Rösch (Roesch) received her doctorate in Germanic Linguistics 
with specializations in sociolinguistics and pedagogy from the University of 
Texas at Austin in 2009 where she also conducted fieldwork for the Texas 
German Dialect Project. She also received an M.A. in Curriculum and 
Teaching in 2000 from Michigan State University in Valbonne, France. She 
has taught German language, linguistics, and culture in various countries 
abroad (Germany, Australia, Japan) and in the U.S. (e.g., New York, Ohio, 
South Carolina, Texas, Vermont). This culminated in over 40 years of teaching 
in public and private schools and universities.

She retired in 2019 from Indiana University–Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI), where she taught German language and linguistics for 
five of those years and served as Director of the IUPUI Max Kade German 
American Research and Resource Center. Her publications are mainly based 
on her fieldwork in Texas and Indiana from recorded interviews with German 
heritage speakers in order to document and preserve these endangered varieties 
for teaching and research. She currently enjoys teaching English as a Second 
Language to migrant workers in the Texas Hill Country.
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The Hutterites: Anabaptists in Isolated Colonies in North America

Wilfried Schabus grew up in Carinthia, Austria, and began his post-
secondary education in Klagenfurt. In 1972 he earned his doctorate in 
Germanic studies and English studies at the University of Vienna. From 1972 
to 1008 he was a researcher for the Dialekt- und Namenlexikon project at 
the Austrian Academy of Sciences. His research interests include German-
speaking minority communities and contact linguistics. He has conducted 
fieldwork in Austria, Italy, Slovakia, Hungary, Transylvania, Transcarpathia 
(Ukraine), and West Siberia, as well as in Austrian-descended communities 
in Brazil, Paraguay, Peru, and Chile. In North America he has worked with 
speakers of Pennsylvania Dutch and Hutterite German. He is the author 
of several publications based on audio data he elicited from both free 
conversations and questionnaire interviews.


